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Gar, Tavlot' began work with OU on June ut", We will be interviewing ca"didates (or his 
position In the near future . In the meantime, Tim Schaeffer, PA Fish and Boat Commission, i~ 

staffing Ihe government affa irs pO§itioo on a parl ·t,me basis. 

We welcome Amy Thompson to AFWA - she will be working on communicat ioos and outreilCh 
assignmenU part-t ime for t he ned 18 moot hs. 

We afe worI< l" 8 on a new §tratttic plan. We ha~e completed Init ial plann ing exercises wilh 
members and partners, the hKutlve Committee , and §taff. 

We ha~e ~omp l eted an affilia t ion agreement with the Counci l to Ad~ance Hunting and the 
Shooti ng Sports which is housed at our DC Office . 

We <Ire In the prote05S 01 de~eloping gOllem;Jnu: milnuals lor the Association's uecut lve 
CommittH and the AWARE S()(Ird. 

Policy and Progra m Updates 

Thirty-si_ fe llows for the nelC! Nell (liII~s have bH n ~Iecled; the ~ \assroom res ldencv begins 
Septe mber 30'" al Nerc 

The Associat ion cootinues to be active in <tdvancing state-fede ... 1 r,I/IItlonships as a fol low·up 
to discussions from the Annual Meet ing in Omaha . The Association'S E~etutive Committee met 
with the U,S. Fish and Wildl ife Service (FWS] Dire~ t orate in December to build relationships and 
dis.;u$S iS5ues/tonurns. Thl! was the first ever meet ing betw£>en the two leadership team~, 

President Gassett and Dan Ashe haV£' issued a jolnl to:one. to FWS-state leadel'$ abolll Ihe 
importanCe of this partn",r!ohip and both individuals haV£' Hspmt time in eath othe-r' s bOOh.H 
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The Wildlife il nd Hunting Her'tage Con~ervat lon Council has established II working group to 
develop re.::ommlmdations for improved ~tat e· federal (;ollaborat ion . 

The 1S'h Anniversary of th. Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Prosra ms officially kicked off 
on January 11, 2012 at the Las Vegas SHOT Show during a press conference and 
Implementation is ongoing. The campaign's web site is online at www.wsfr75..:~m thank.to 

the generous suppOr1 of t ile Brethers Gre up. whl(;11 donated its servites 10 design and d"o'op 

the site. WSf R 1S 111M) hilS a Face book SI"':' .. ':':"~~1!; 
www.twitter. ~omlM l/ws rr 7 S. IIWSFR75; ilnd YO\lTube ilt ~ 

TO aid with WSFR 7S campaign implemenlal lc n. II Com munications Toolbox is availa ble al 
wsfr7S.com fe aturing II collect ion of templates. promotional ideas and the 7St+. anniversary 
logo. State agencies are e ncouraged to continue customizing and using the ma terial s. If your 
agency pub lishes a related story or video. pl e~ s e share the li nk on the WSFR 75 social media 
situ. 

Questions and suggestions Ulocerni"8 the WSFR 75 campaign <an be directed to John 
Frampwn at jh"lImpton@fishwildlife.OIH. John is !>OW Oil iI (;on tract with AFWA leadillg . tate 
e ngagement with the cllmpaign. !'specially regard ing the industry dimensicn. 

The 2012 Teilminl with Wildlife Fly-in was held February 28-29, 20 12 in Washington DC. A 
tota l of 80 individuals PMticipated re pres~ntlng 28 states. 8ased on a re tommendalion of the 
President 's Task Forte on Wildlife Divers"y Funding. we made OJ spI'(l.al effon to e n(; ourage 
stale.. Wit h members on the Interior Ap propriations subcommill!'e to att!'nd. y,e lding 17 of 23 
Stille.. with members' on the suocommiHee. Dlln Ashe, Dir~tor 0' the US Fish & Wildlife 
Servi~ spoke OI l both lhe Advocacy train ing and Congressional reteptfon Ihis yeilr and 
emphasized the imponance of th!' pa r1 n!'r\.hlp with 5tates and the value of th!' State & Triba l 
Wildlife Granh Program. The annua l congressional reception drew over 300 individ uals and 
remarks w!'le provided by Dave Chanda, Congressme n Don Young (AK ) and Jose Serrano (NY), 
a nd Senators Jon Tester IMT) a nd Sheldon Whlte hous@ (RI). Two Dear Col league Leiters were 
corculated request ing Sute and Tribal Wildl ife Grants fund ing. The House lette r was signed by 
110 members (up frem 63 last year) and the Senate letter by 33 members (up from 31 last 
yellr). Copies of the letters lind a news rplpilse are aVllilable al http://www.teaming.com. 

Work continu!'s on Wlldllt.: lllACS, the new tracking "Ild repor1 ing system for the Wildl ife alll;! 
Spon Fish Restocat lon Program. An advanced prototyp!' will be available >oon. A Pr oje~t 
AdVisory Group, made up of representatives from 49 states meets month ly. A Project 
Development Team and four assodat!'d committees also meet regularly to provide input on the 
new system. An FAa, screen shots and othe r information '5 available at 
hllp:llwww . wi ld li fe tr~C5. com/. The Joint·T~s k Force on Federal Assistance will be tak ing a look 
al policy imphca tlolls for TRACS, especia lly the publlt portili. Deputy Director Rowan Gould 
(FWS) sllited lit the AfWA Busin~s Me!'lfng in Allanta thllt it want s to enwre slate policy 
questions are add.essed before rolling out the public side of Wildlife TRACs. 
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Haltional Invasiw Spedes Awareness WHk was held from February 27'" to March 2 ..... 2012 in 
W~sh i"gt on, DC. Areas Of invasive 5~ies @mph.1sls in their vi'ilS on the Hill indud~d the 
prcpo.ed 105s of funding for implementation of st~te AquatiC Nuisance PI~ns in th@ President's 
Budget proposal for FY 2013, and prevention of introductioo/further sprud. eradication, and 
management needs for Asian carp as well as quagga and zebra mussels. 

The North AmeriC<ln Consf!.viltion Educatiofl (CEI Slrat~y is holdi,,!! iI monthly webina. se ries 
10 e>plore the mallV resources dod producti available to .. gencies ilnd other partners to 
COflnecJ mOle people, and espedallv youth , to lhe outdoors and Il'I( re-<ose ou. nation's 
understanding 01 how fi sh and wild li fe and their h~bllats are OOIl.efV@d. We binars are held the 
4'" Wednesday of the month at 2 pm EDT and last approKlmately 6(}90 minutes. All webina r ~ 
are archived on AFWA's Vlmeo channel at www, v ir)]e9..£om/channe l s/afw ~, 

Upcoming webinarS: 
6/27: America's Wildl ife-Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 
8/22: OutdOOt Skills Education in Schools 
9/26 Evaluating Cons@rvat lon (dUC3 tion PlOgrams 
10124: landsCilp1! Investigations & Project-bued l @.1rning 
11/28: Connecting Kids with Nat..-e 

The CE Strategy hosted a two_day workshop "Partn@rs in Conservation Education-A Common 
Voice for Conservat kl n" in Tempe, AZ F@bruary 21-23, 2012 for NGO stakeholders to 
colLaborate with stale agencies on how we can better work togethe r 10 denver ql.lil lity 
conservation a nd outdoor sk ills eduC<ltioll programs. 

The CE Strategy has hired iI contractor, M, lynette ftem ing. 10 perform an e valuation 10 
de termine if the S tr ~ te8Y has accomplished its goa ls to e levate the value of conservation 
education, advanct' ArwA's conservat ion education agenda and achieve excellence In 
con,ervation education. Ms. Fleminf} moy be cantoning you in the coming months to conduct 0 
brie/ interview. 

AFWA signed an agreement with the National GeographIc Society to dis tflbute the CE Str.lIegy's 
l andscape Invest igations Guidelines Ih,ough l~ o,ganizalion's educat ion network. National 
Geographic also will be working with the C[ Strate gy working group to complete a new chaptef 
for the GUidelines. 

On behalf of AFWA'~ DlvllrI;lty Working Group (Education, Outreach & Diver~ity Committee), 
the Management Assistance Team shortly will be :;ending out a survey to all SO states to 
determine the minority and gender percentages of state ageocy workforce compositf<lOS. The 
working group and MAT pLan to re lease a find ings report by AfWA's annual meeting in 
~plember . 
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Tile Amphibia ... & Reptile SulKommittH has completed its report complli", laws and 
regulatioos over the use of amphibiaos a ... d rep tiles in the United St ate~, and it hu been pD5ted 
to the AFWA website under the Amphibian & Rept~e Conservation Focus Area, as well a~ linked 
from the Amphibian & Reptile Subwmmittee p~ge. The direct link IS 

ht!p :IJ~ .. .f.~hw~ dlife.ocg/files/SOU f Ull·lo-res.pdf. E.ld1 Stale Oirtctor and members of 
thel , Wildlife Diversity ~nd law Enfortemeol ~Iaff rece ived a hard cop,y binder. A limited 
number of additional binders are availab le upon req uest. The Partne rs In Amphib ian and 
Rep,tl le Conservation (PARe) ~ nnua l report is now avai lab le at 
h.ul1j/www.pa rcplace.orgJpub li cat iOl1slws-~nua l- reports.html. 

A Natlo rnrl Furbearer Harve!>t Stati!>tlcs O,tabase w~s recently compiled and is available on the 
AFWA. website. AA interactive Trapper t:duClltlOl"l PrOCl"illm is now ,wailable on- line for st~te 
and federal ul.e. The U5 Furbearer COilServat lon Technical Woril Group continues to e(lordlnate 
the development of Best MilnaCllmllnt P,adlclts fOf Trapplnt: ilnd plans to , elease a SMP this 
year for R1nctail while updating BMPs lor raccoon, coyote and gray folC. 

The National fiih Habitat Board laun(hed a brand enhancement nrategy at the end of 20 11 
and Is now being referred to as the Nationa l fl:oh Habitat Partnership,. In March, althe Whit e 
HOUSl;' Conference on Con'iervaUon, Ihe Secretaries of the Interior (Sa lalar), Comme>rce 
(Bryson) ~nd Agriculture (Vilsack) ag reed to sign a Secretarial MOU to ca rry out the National 
Fish H~bit~ t Action Plan. The NFHP Board Is a lso complet ing a revision to the Action Plan, which 
we e~pect wi ll be published later this summer. The next Board meeting will be dur inR July 10 
and 11 in Portland, Maine. For more information contact Ry~n Roberts at 
!!o berts@fi$hw~dl ife . orll . 

The NilUo1l31 Fish. Wildlife and I't;Jn\$ Climilt. Ad,ptation Strategy (St rategy), whith was ilsked 
for by Congress in the 2010 Appropria tions Act Confe rence Report, is being led by iI pilrt ner~hip 
between the U.S. Fish ilnd Wildl ife Service (f WS). the Nationill Oceanic. and Atmospheric 
Administration {NOAAI. dnd the New Yor. Oivisio<1 of fish , Wildlife, and Marine Resources 
(rl;'presenting the States with suppClrt Pfovided by the ASSOCiat ion 01 Fish and Wildlife 
Agentl(5). 

Over 100 natur~1 resource p,rofe~siOl"l~ l s and scient ists were recrUited fr om dilie ren t agefl cie>s ~t 
the state, federal, and tribal levEllS from a ll over the country to se rve as Technica l Team 
Members and write the source materia l for the Strategy. This material was synthes iled by a 
Management Team co-ch~lreQ by the FWS, NOAA, ~nd AfWA. The fin al draft has been 
completed and !.ent through the fede r~1 Leg.s l~ tive Referral Memorandum process with the 
Office of Managenlenl and Budget before its official re lease. which is expected In this sunlmer. 

The Strategy has iI web~ite www.wildl .feadilptation~t riltegy.gov where int~ested p3rties are 
encouraged to le3m more and r~elw information on upcoming eV1!nts, release dates, and 
re lated efforts. 
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The CorlYention on International Tr;a.de In Endallll!flred Species (CITES) Technit;al Working 
Group - J;t(k Budcley (NEAFWA), Buddy Baker (SEAFWA), Carolyn (aldwell (MAFWA), Bob 
Broscheid (WAfWA) and Deb Hahn (AFWAI - repre<;enl the state wildlife agencies al a TES 
meet inss. Each Slate ageno:y r<19resentaHve repre~ll ls Ihe states in their region and 
communlutes with the states as iUues ar ise . The ( IT£S Tedmical Worldns Group's tra~ j.o; 

supported by a 3-year Multi·State grant that allows the states to travel for meetings alld to 
remain independent in our positionS and participation. This gran t e~p ires on Decem ber 31, 
2012. A propo~al for funding for the neKt 3 years ha~ been submitted under the recently 
approved NCN. The CITES Team attended the Animal~ Committee in March lOll , At this 
meeting the Team represented the state ~gen ties' view~ on dimate change, CITES species being 
considered for reviews, the ~yelopment of non-detriment finding~ in order to ensure that 
state author ity and perspediYe~ are considered ~nd that CITES decisions do no< impede state 
agency wildlife management. These meetings are crit ical to en'>U re that the state ~gencies' 

voice ~ heard and considered. for more de tail$ please see th£' CITES report prepared by th£' 
CITES Technic.ll Working Group foo;.us area Internat ional Relations). 
AdditlOflal updates on the turt le in l ouisiana. tM recent bobcat and 
alliga tor CITES tag failure issues, and a pending request for input to USfWS from the sn tes on 
CITES spe<:ies li st ing~ wi ll be distfibuted at the Regional As~ociat ion meetings. 

The Southern Wings Program is taking oil. Twenty·~ ix states have participated to date (AZ, AR, 
CO, KS, TN, OK, SD, lA, WI, MO, NE, PA, rx and the 13 states of NEAFWA). Each year the 
Program continues to increilse the number of states participating and the amou nt of Yoluntary 
contributions that are made. In the First 3 year~ of the Program, State wildlife agencies haye 
contributed over $300.000 (wllh ~Il ~udltJu naJ $0226,1100 in pOlrtner Cl>llt rlb "tKln~) in nlonelJry 
cnnl.rrhul inns and {I\Oer $550.000 in In-kind cnnTribillinns The Southern Wings Leadership 
Committee drafted a t().year Vis.lon for the Program that has been reviewed and endorsed by 
the AFWA Bird ConsefYation Committee. The Vision will gui~ the Program oYer the nellt 10 
yea rs. Currenlly, strategies are being developed for annual act ion to achIeve the goals ilnd 
objectives laid out in the VISion. For more Information, plea~ visit the AF-WA website 
www.fishwlldrfe.orgunderfocus area Southern Wings Program. 

The AFWA State Wildlife Action Plans Best Practices Working Group i~ developing a set of best 
pr~ctlces that sta tes may use voluntarily when revising their plan, The best pr~ctl ces wi ll be 
Illustrated using Innovations taken Irom lhe states. In addition, a subgroup ,of the working 
group wiM provide recommendations on how to clarify the 1007 SWAP revision guidilnce 
document . The working group Is comprised of Stilte Wildlife Action Plan Coordin~tors, Wildlife 
OiyerSlty Program Managers, ~nd USFWS ilnd NGO repre~nt ~t illes . All Sta te Will;!life Action 
Plan Coord imltors, Wildlife DiIIerslty Progr~m Managers, iI5 well as members of the larger 
conservation community will have oppol'tunit ll:'S to rE"View and comment on the drah product. 
The flnal document will be sublT.itted for apprQYal tothe TWW Commit tee this September. 
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The USFWS' Land-Based Wind Energy Guidelines were rele~sed in their final form on March 
23,2012. The fin~1 version is ~vail~ble ~t ~ttp://www.fws.gov/windenergy/docs(WEG final.pdf. 
AFWA plans to work closely wH:h the USFWS and the American Wind Wildlife Instit ute on 
training opportunities for state agency staff regarding the implementation of these guidelines. 
For more information, contact Allison Vogt at .~Vog!@fi s hWildlife.org . 

The 2012 NAWMP Revision was signed by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior on June 1, 2012 at 
the 7S'" annual National Convention of Ducks Unlimited. The Minister ofthe Environment for 
Canada is expected to sign the Plan as early as June 12th, and their Mexican counterpart will 
likely sign at some future date. The NAWMP Plan is ava~able in PDF format at 
http://www . n~wmprevision. org!. 

A two-year action plan is being developed to help begin to implement the NAWMP Revision. 
The action plan will be available in early summer and it will provide guidance on what ~nd how 
the waterfowl community will need to undertake new population and h~bitat goal setting 
exercises and to adjust Joint Venture implementation plans to better align with the Plan 
Revision. Additionally, the action plan will help guide how the waterfowl community moves 
toward addressing the new people Or human dimension goal ofthe Plan. liistly, there will be a 
team/committee established to help integrate all three goals of the Plan Revision. The exact 
structure of this commH:tee is under diSCUSSion but it will likely be composed of senior 
managers/program leaders and technic~1 experts, working together on the complex problems 
{,f integration and coherence. 

The Association's Task Force on State Contributions to NAWMP/NAWCA Projects in Canada has 
completed its work. As ~ reminder, the Association passed a resolution in September 2011 to 
reaffirm its commitment to the $10 million annual goal for state agencies to provide funds for 
Canadian NAWMPjNAWCA projects. This resolution also committed to the creation of an 
action plan. The action plan was distributed to all Directors on March gt ~ . The Association 
accepted the Action Plan through a motion at the business meeting in Atlanta and the 
Waterfowl Working Group ~nd Bird Conservation Committee are now beginning to implement 
the action s. Dean Smith is the contact person and the Action Plan can be obtained by 
contacting him via email at dsmith@fishwildlife.org. 

The Ontario Federation of Anglers ~nd Hunters (OFAH) and its partners, including the 
Association, hosted Canada's first National Fish and Wildlife Conservation Congress In Ottawa 
from May 27 to May 31. Larry Voyles, Vice Chair ofthe Association's Executive Committee, Dan 
Ashe, Dean SmH:h, myself, and other state and federal staff were involved in the sessions at the 
congress. In total, almost 25% of the attendees were from the United St~tes. The Prime 
Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper, announced the establishment of Canada's National 
Hunting and Angling Advisory P~nel. The Panel is tasked with providing broad advice to the 
government on programs and policies related to conservation ~nd hunting and fishing, and 
promoting and encouraging the effective stewardship of Canada's marine and terrestrial 
wildlife. The panel includes 19 organizations from across Canada. 



Legal Upd;jte 

Arllan$aS ~5. 

The Supreme Court ha~ agreed tQ take up ~ dispute between the Army COfpS of Erlgineers al'ld 
the ~ta te "f AJkansa~ over damage 10 Arhn5a5' 26,000 a cre~ of wildli fe management are~ . 

The U 5. Supreme Court will answer an Important que~ti on of law that may ~i8nlflcantly affect 
the way our agencies manage wildlife h~bit~t ~nd resource~ . The Federal Circuit ill 
Washington, D.C. had ruled that ~ temporary phVslc~ 1 invasiOtl by government- Induced flooding 
is never compe nsable ~~ ~ taking under the 5th Amendment to the U.S , Constitu tion, only 
permanent flooding is. That ruling effec:tiwlV overturned a $5.77 million judgment (over $10 

million with interest ) to the Arkan .... ! G~me and FI50h Commission (AG FC) for the ph~Ic~ 1 t~ki ng 

of 19.1 mllHon board feet of timbe r on AGFC's 24,00I).~cre WMA. ne United States Army 
Corps of Engineers de!>lroyed the timber when it intent iOflillly devlilted from its au thoriiled 
w~ter control plilfl to release water from ~ dam a t rat~ that flooded down$tre~m AGfC 
property duriog the growing ~ason IOf Sill consecut ive years. Just Ice Elen~ I(ag~n h~s r~used 

herself from the case, molol likely because she was involved in the Ilt lflat lOr'l in her previous 
pOSItiOn ~s solicito r gefl er-at 

AFWA's Exewt ive Committee authorized fling an amicu~ brief In t he case supporting Arkansas 
Game and Fish in iH request for the Supreme (ou rt to he~r the appeal. AfWA for the fir~t time 
ut ilized the services of a pro bono law firm In Ark~ns~s to assi st in draftirlg the brief. AFWA's 
brief. pUrsu~nt to Executive Committee's di rection, asked the Court to provide dil'ity to this 
area of li w. 

Cal1fornll Game Warden C~se - Maikhio v. Cl lfornia 

0 '1 March S'" the U_ S. Supreme Court delll@dthegameviolator'srequest lor t he U, S. Supreme 
Court to review the lower court's hOld ing. The rule o l law is: 

"r", t"" ",...,ns <!i=..oo ~ow, we c.onclucl<! . hot th~ Caurt; of "_al erred In dete(mi"l,. 

"'., """.,!he ;lPIli,,,,,,,, C.Uorni l !.tltlAU Ind ,"" fourth A.me~dm~n\ of the U~~ed St.le< 
Co",tltuti"", • g.m. w.,~ m,..,. miJll.:, s~ c+> a vehicle .top onlV if tho w",<ion II aware of focn 
th ill give (i,e to • (e.o"".bl • • ..s.piclon that tke ang lor Of hunt '" h .. viol.t.d " fii/1 arid game 
.t.lul . Of r"Bu l.!i""_ A" we .ha ll eopioln, D lilor"" ;luthority has interpreted th e relev.nt 
,t.IUI ... ;luthmizi",," stop of a vehl~ l e o~c\IPled bv.n . nlll . r m hooter fOf such purposes, .nd 
the United St.!« Supr<me Court has held In a n.."De( of c\eci~",,> that on . dminl stratlve se. " h 
or seilure m.v be ccndu<t~d, 'OI1~lt.nt with tho Fmflh A.mendm. nt, In the absltflCe d 
reHon. t>lv ,u'picion thrt • viol., ,,,, of f 1I1t~" or . ami""t" ' i"" ("i,.htion ~I occ~"~." 

C80'S petition to EPA 

The Center lor Biologic.J1 Diversity and 99 olher groups fi led a third petit loll to regulate le ad in 
shot ~nd bullets under- EPA's ~uttlonty granter! by the 1976 Toxic. Substances Control Act 

(TSCAj. Pre<AottS attempl'i by CaD had fahd with EPA stating there was a statulo<y eKemption 
for lead In ~mmunition . EPA a lso relied on 5tate jurisdictional auttloroty to regu late le~d. 
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The pet ition argued l ighter conllo ls wOo.lld pre vent "widespreiHI poison~ng" of eagles, California 
condors and other wild life. II wOI,I ld also prote<:t public health, the grOo.lP$ say, because lead 
fro m a mmunition can <.ontaminale the e nvironment. as well .n hunted animals that are 
eventually ea ten. The 9~ groups were pril'ttlpally Audubon Satiety group •. In t his third petition, 
the groups claimed tha t EPA's rejection o f the previous petit ion was unfo unded, argui ng that 
the agen~ d~s indeed have author ity ovel arnmuMion under TSCA. On Apr~ 9th, EPA 
dismissed the peti tion on the basis that the "2012 submis.ion is substantia lly the same as the 
pe t ition to reg ulate lead bullets and shot submitted in 2010. To the e~t ent thai there are 
diffe renees, they are not substantive. " 

More re<:e rrt ly, CBD and six additiona l State- b.ased organizations have filed lol igation asai r"lSt t he 
EPA regarding lead ammo. We will e val...ate o ptions 'm participaling in or informing the case. 

l egislation 

rn3 BI.IdcRt and Appropriation-. 

Although FV13 Appropriat ions bills will IIkelv not be conduded until aft er th e November 
elections, the House Su ixommiltees are drafting bills for Subcommittee consideration and 
act ion. Sim~ar to the circumstance that preceded the conclUSion of the FYl2 Appropriations 
bi ll s, the Senate and House are sta rting from different places with respect to the FV13 budget 
allocations, which ~nder regular order would result from'" Budget Re~olution agreed to bV both 
chambers. 

In recent vears, ind~ding Llst vea r, the House ~nd Senate [(lllid not agree on a Iludiget 
Resolution, and we kl>Ow already that thev will not agret' for FY13 either, The senate has 
alreiHIy said thill it will accept the FYI) budae t a llocali(ln idemWoed In the s...dge l Control Act 
(8CA) thai was passed and signed into law Llst summe r. The Home has said it lfiews the BCA 
ati lXa tl(ln as a [e~ i ng and Members are bu il dIng a 60dget Resolution to come in below that. 

Since the House wi ll likely pass a Budget Resol~lion at a lower nurn~r . they \\I,ll be drafting 
FYI3 Appropriation~ bills with a lower .1Ilocatlon than \\I~I the Senate . And whae the House has 
said it is fu lly their intent to report individua l appropriation~ bills out of the fu ll Appropria tions 
Committee, Ihere is no indication that anV will be brought 10 the House floor before the 
Nove mbe r ele<;t ion. What that means Is a Continuing Resolution to begin FYI3 on October I, 
then House ilnd Senate leadership will have to reconcile the allocation differences between the 
I WO chambers, a nd then li~ely FY13 wi. be eoncl~ded with a series of Minibus bills or a large. 
omnibus bill. 
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Comparison of proposed FY13 funding levels for selected i;rant proi;rarns 
administered by the FWS 
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Comprehensive Tra nsportation Rea uthorization 

mo 
Enact"" 
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By a strong bipartisan vote of 74-22, the Senate passed a comprehen5ive two-year 
reauthorization of Surface Tran5portation programs, induding a straight-up reauthorization of 
the Sportfish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund (Wallop-Breaux) authority with no changes to 

either policy or distribution offunds-a position the Association supports. 

Also induded in the bill is a provision that the Senate adopted as an amendment by a 75·22 

landmark vote that would dedicate 80% of the fines collected under the Clean Water Act from 
the Gulf Horizon spill to environmental remediation and economic recovery in the Gulf Coast 
states, This provision further provide5 dedicated funding (not 5ubject to appropriations) of 
$700M per year for two years to the Land and Water Con5ervation Fund, which includes a 
further provision carving out 1.5% off the top dedicated to enhandng acce5S for hunting, fi5hing 
and other wildlife-dependent recreation on federal public lands The A5sociation joined 34 
other fish and wildlife conservation organizations in 5upporting the RESTORE/LWCF/Access 
provision in the Senate. 

The fate of the Transportation bill in the House is still very unclear. House Speaker Boehner 
seeks to do a longer bill (traditionally 5-5 years), but has been unable to get 213 votes to 

support paying for it with revenues from OCS oil and ga51eases and royalties, and the House 
Transportation Committee Chair i5 reluctant to take up the Senate two-year bill as an 
alternative. The current extension expires on June 30", 



Farm Bill 

On April 20, 2012, Charwoman Debbie Stabenow of the Senate Ag Committee introduced her 

farm bill which consolidated 23 conservation programs into 13 and reformed the commodity 
title among other provisions to save $23,7 billion over 10 years per the budget agreement last 
fall. The bill cuts 10%, $6.4 billion, from the Cooservation Title. The bill was marked-up by the 

committee on April 26 and passed by a vote of 16-5. Those opposing the bill include Senators 
Chambliss (GAl, Boozman (AR), Cochran (MSj, and McCOIlne11 (KY) because of alleged 
wmmodity safety net inequities for SOuthern rice and peanut producers. Senator Gillibrand 

(NY) opposed the bill because of cuts to the nutrition title. The Chair's mark did not recouple 
conservation wmpliance to crop insurance or contain a Sodsaver provision, However, we were 
able to garner enough votes to have the Thune/Johanns amendment, which wntains a 

Sodsaver provision, included in the Manager's amendment which was adopted by the 
Committee, 

The bill, now known as S. 3240 - the Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2012, obtained a 
cloture vote of 90-8 On June 7. The bill was debated during the week of June 11 during which 
over 260 amendments were filed. Amendments range from repealing conservation programs 
such as CRP, EQIP. CSP and the Forest Legacy Program to eviscerating the Clean Water Act and 

limit ing actions of the EPA. One amendment of particular interest is the Tester/Thune 
amendment which is called the Sportsmen's Package. It contains 18 bills that we support 
including the Fish Habitat Conservation Act and reauthorizations for NAWCA, NFWF, and 

others. AFWA is reviewing the list of amendments and developing a list of those we will 
support/oppose, We will share that list with you and ask for your assistance in 
advancing/thwarting those provisions, As of Spm, Friday, June 15, 2012, no agreement has 
been reached on amendments and debate is expected to cootiflue into the week of June 1S'·h. 
If nO agreement is reached soon, the bill could be pulled from the floor and too much time lost 
to successfully reauthorize it before the September 30, 2012 expiratioo. 

The House Ag Committee is poised and ready to introduce its version of the farm bill as early as 
June 18'". However, we suspect there will be no action until the Senate passes its farm bill. On 

May 31st
, Representatives Noem (SO) and Waltl(MN) introduced the Protect Our Prairies (POP) 

Act which contains a Sodsaver provision and mirrors the ThUne/Johanns amendment in the 
Senate bill. We are working to gain support for this provision among members of the House Ag 
Committee as well as members outSide the committee. The House's budget cuts an additional 
$10 billion from the budget agreement reached last fall, all of which the House Ag Committee 

cut from the Nutrition Title during budget exercises earlier this year. Bipartisan support for the 
farm bill will be required to pass the House, and these cuts will make it extremely difficult. 

Clearly, the Senate bill is the high water mark for funding and there will be less money in the 
House'sversion 



Unfortunately, there i§ a very good chance that Farm Bill reauthorization will not be concluded 
this year. Since the current authorization expires September 30, 2012, Congress will have to 
pa§§ a spending authorization (of current law) extension, probably until sometime in the next 
Congress next year. 

There will be incre~sed pressure to move tow~rd proportion~1 cuts ~cross ~II titles of the F~rm 
Bill which will mean more money cut from con§ervation programs, The current political climate 
in the House is to const~ntly push for incre~sed cuts at every turn, and we will continue to see 
this pres§ure on the Conservation Title and the Farm Bill. Many are concerned about what a 
farm Bill could look like after it passes the House floor, and the bill may be very difficult to 
conference in committee with the Senate's version of a Farm Bill. To hold the funding line ~t a 
10% cut and gu~rd against additional cuts to the Con§ervation Title and programs will require 
all of us working together - all state fish and wildlife agencies with our conservation partners, 
~nd maybe a few unusual collaborations - to end up with a Conservation Title that continues to 
protect, restore, and en ha nce fish, wild life, and their h~bit~ts ~cross the country. 

Ron Regan, Executive Director 




