
Partners Update by USFWS Mountain-Prairie Region
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Presentation Notes
Glad to be here, value our partnership with the States, Tribes and other agencies



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The big picture – science based landscape scale cooperatives
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Region 3, as the host, will provide updates on Plains and Prairie Potholes LCC and Tallgrass Prairie LCC. I will provide brief updates on Great Plains, Southern Rockies and Great Northern.



Southern Rockies LCC Great Plains LCC
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Co hosts with BOR
More than CO River
GP – PLJV assumed mantle of LCC
List of state projects funded by LCC



Great Northern LCC
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Three ecological overlapping sub units, governance, emerging priorities
Co hosts with Region 1 and NPS
List of State projects funded by LCC
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Emphasis on healthy grasslands with the full suite of species (ferrets, prairie dogs, burrowing owls, Mountain plover, etc) and move away from species by species. Note recent NW for black tailed and white tailed pds and denial of ferrets; focus shift to grassland birds like Sprague’s pippit
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Very encouraging efforts with plague vaccine development and reintroductions in Canada elsewhere talks continuing with Texas and other States.



Prairie Potholes
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Huge piece of our NWR operations: keep green side up, wind, oil and gas, tiling, trees. 
Looking to membership on PPP LCC to help shape research priorities.



Missouri River
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Re-open Yellowstone, Bighorn, Tongue etc _______ miles of spawning habitat for PS
Partnership with COE
Importance of MoRAST, MRBIR, MMRIC
Update on SOA listing



GSG Finding
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WBP finding and currently evaluating Gunnison



Montane Species
Growing interest in Climate Change
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NW finding on American pika, status reviews ongoing for wolverine, fisher, white-bark pine, Arctic grayling etc. A lot of these issues will be addressed through GN and SR LCCs



NWR Conservation Easement Program
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Very successful model on the RMF. Planning underway to expand Front and start in Blackfoot and Swan. Site of first AGO conference in May.



NWR Conservation Easement Program

Tallgrass Legacy Conservation
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Introduced model to Kansas building on previous outreach. Had productive site visit with KDPW in May. Very positive feedback.



ARRA Implementation
Audubon NWR Arrowwood NWR Rocky Mountain 

Arsenal NWR
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94% (checked with Hugh, not yet 95%) obligation rate with focus projects as indicated and status of each
Great opportunity to put Americans back to work and get mission projects funded



Thank you for your time
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Looking forward to working with you.
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