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Why create a plan to promote 
conservation of wild pheasants?

Justification
• Long term population declines across the range.
• Charismatic species, engine for conservation.
• Species can exist in modern agricultural 

landscapes.
• Economic impacts to rural economies.
• Powerful tool to influence federal agricultural 

policy.
• Resident species, difficult for any individual state 

to move policy needle.



National Wild Pheasant Plan

• Proven Model
– North American Waterfowl Management Plan
– Northern Bobwhite Conservation Initiative

• MAFWA sponsor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National pheasant plan will leave full authority for pheasant mgmt with the states.

MAFWA is a sponsor of NBCI
Director – University of Tennesse
Ag Policy Liaison – Bridget Collins
Forestry Coordinator – Mike Black
Science Coordinator – Tom Dailey
Outreach Coordinator – John Doty




National Wild Pheasant Plan

Goal
• Restore and maintain self-sustaining wild 

pheasant populations in each participating state 
that maximizes recreational opportunity.

• Primarily focused on federal policy.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focus of plan is mainly on private lands.



National Wild Pheasant Plan

Objectives
• Develop population measures based on long-term 

average harvest as determined appropriate by each 
state, contributed toward a national goal.  

• Identify habitat levels needed to achieve harvest 
objectives.

• Identify projected economic impact that could result 
by achieving harvest objectives. 

• Need hire national plan coordinator.
• National Management board and technical 

committee.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anticipate hiring national plan coordinator
National Management Board
National/Regional Technical Committee



Entire Pheasant Range

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pheasant range – national plan.

Plan still in development – yet to receive input from eastern and western portions of the range.  Avoid pitfall of quail folks.




National Wild Pheasant Plan

What it is not!
• Not a plan for game farm pheasants.
• It is not a plan to dictate where states priority 

pheasant areas should be.
• It is not a plan that will direct where states should 

acquire public lands for pheasants.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plan focus is habitat for wild pheasant populations.
Plan is not designed to assist state agencies to get out of stocking programs – state problem.
National plan should not conflict with existing state plans.





National Wild Pheasant Plan

• Next steps
– Document useful for you?
– Too much detail?
– AFWA  

• North American Bird Conservation Initiative
• Resident Game Bird Working Group

• Midwest Pheasant Group next steps
– Input from other regions, your help.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Existing comments
-plan pretty long
-lot of detail in habitat section
-habitat mgmt recommendations tended toward regionally specific



Questions?

Roger Hill
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