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The CITES Technical Work Group is
conducting regional workshops, hosting a
webinar and producing materials to help state
agency staff better understand the impacts
and relationship of international treaties -
specifically CITES- to their state management
authority.



Webinar

The webinar is September 24th from 1:00 — 3:00pm

(EST) for folks who were not able to attend one of
the workshops.

Registration is first come first serve and is limited
to 100 State and Provincial agency staff. To
register email Deb Hahn at


mailto:dhahn@fishwildlife.org

Workshop Handouts

-Overview of CITES and Other Relevant Treaties,
Conventions and Initiatives

-Overview of the CITES Technical Work Group

-Alligator, Bobcat & Paddlefish Management Case
Studies

-CITES Permits and Certificates

These documents are also available online
http://fishwildlife.org/?section=international_relations



Today’s Workshop

Overview of CITES

Alligator, Bobcat & Paddlefish Management Case
Studies

Share the Handouts

Discussion and Questions



EonRVveEntieon R nternationallracein
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna &
Flora (CITES)

The Treaty was signhed by 80 countries
on 3/13/73 in Washington, DC

Entered into force on July 1, 1975

Currently 180 countries have signed the treaty



Just because “"Endangered” is featured
predominantly in the Treaty’s name doesn’t mean
that only rare plants & animals are listed in CITES

Appendices.

Even species that are abundant in the wild, like
bobcats & parakeets, are listed in CITES because
they look like other legitimately listed CITES
species and might be confused by Customs or
Enforcement Officers.



CITES MISSION:
to conserve biodiversity and
promote human development
through sustainable & regulated
iInternational wildlife trade.



HOW CITES WORKS

Establishes a legal framework & procedures
for the prevention of international
commercial trade in some species, and for
an effective regulation of international trade
in others.

Legally binding, but national legislation is
required to apply its provisions.




HOW CITES WORKS

Regulates the export, re-export & import
of live and dead wild CITES listed animals

and plants through a system of permits
and certificates.




HOW CITES WORKS

Utilizes standardized permit forms and
certificates to verify proper documentation of
exported, re-exported and imported species.

Provides a mechanism for collecting trade
data.




HOW CITES WORKS

Species subject to CITES regulations are
divided among three Appendices.




APPENDIX |

Includes species threatened with extinction.
International trade is generally prohibited.
630 animal species 301 plant species.



APPENDIX I

International trade is permitted but controlled based on a
system of permits and certificates.

International trade must not be detrimental to their survival
in the wild.

Includes species that resemble species already included in
Appendix I or II.

4,827 animal & 24,419 plant species.



APPENDIX 1

Includes species which a country is asking the
parties to help with their protection.

International trade is permitted but tracked.
135 animal & 12 plant species.



NATIONALLY CITES
IS ADMINISTERED
BY THE U.S. FISH &
WILDLIFE SERVICE
INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS



CITES Implementation
Legislation for the United States
was Provided by the Enactment

of Public Law 93-205, the
Endangered Species Act of 1973




CITES & ESA LISTINGS
ARE NOT THE SAME

CITES listings involve different processes and
standards than the Federal ESA.

There is no direct correlation between how a species
is listed in @ Appendices of CITES and how/or if it is
listed under the ESA.

CITES listing criteria includes consideration of
whether the species “is or may be affected by
international trade.”



U.S. Native Species

Listed In CITES Appendix Il

Alligator
Bobcat
River otter
Lynx
Polar bear

Alaskan wolf
Brown bear
Spotted turtle
Blanding’s turtle
Diamondback terrapin
Paddlefish
Ginseng




APPENDIX Il EXPORT

Alligator snapping turtles & all species of
map turtles added to track the amount
of international trade



AT THE STATE LEVEL CITES IS
MONITORED BY A TECHNICAL WORK
GROUP

The CITES Technical Work Group

consists of a representative from each

of the regional associations who work

on behalf of the state fish and wildlife

agencies in concert with the USFWS on
CITES matters.




CITES Technical Work Group Represents
all 50 State Fish & Wildlife Agencies.

Implemented in 1994, this approach

has proven more efficient and cost
effective than each State Fish &
Wildlife Agency engaging
independently in the CITES process.




CITES Technical Work Group

Dedicated to protect & promote state fish and wildlife
agency'’s interests in the CITES process

Buddy Baker, SEAFWA

Jack Buckley, NEAFWA

Jim DeVos, WAFWA

Carolyn Caldwell, MAFWA

Deb Hahn, AFWA staff support







