



















































































Thank you to all of our
sponsors for their
generous support!
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Mid-America
Monarch
Conservation
Strategy

JUNE 2018 UPDATE
MAFWA ANNUAL DIRECTORS” MEETING
BISMARCK, ND




Overview

**Review of MAFWA Monarch Project context and grant funding timeline

**Summary of Mid-America Monarch Conservation Strategy document
* Content

* Major commitments and actions
* Public input process

**Next Steps for MAFWA Monarch Project




MAFWA Monarch Project —
Grant Funding (NFWF)

NFWEF |

° Funding to support state-level monarch summits and
plans, as well as initial regional monarch conservation
workshops (joint with NWF, PF, AFWA — funding to NWF)

> 2015-2016

NFWEF I

o Funding to contract technical coordinator to develop Mid-
America Strategy and provide travel support for meetings

> 2016-2018

NFWF I

° Funding to contract implementation coordinator and
support implementation of Mid-America Strategy through
large partner conference and workshops for state
technical staff

> 2018-2019



MAFWA Monarch Project —
Grant Funding (other)

MAFWA
° Funding to support initial scoping workshop

° Oct 2105

USFWS

> Funding to support conservation liaison and states’
meetings and monitoring

° 2016-2018




Mid-America Monarch
Conservation Strategy - Contents




Mid-America Monarch
Conservation Strategy - Contents

PART ONE — INTRODUCTION
> PURPOSE AND STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
° STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT PROCESS AND ADMINISTRATION
° STATES’ LEGAL STATUS AND AUTHORITY FOR MONARCHS

o SPECIES INFORMATION
o DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION STATUS
o THREATS

PART TWO - SPECIES POPULATION AND HABITAT

GOALS
> MONARCH POPULATION GOALS
> MONARCH HABITAT POTENTIAL AND GOALS



Mid-America Monarch
Conservation Strategy - Contents

PART THREE — HABITAT CREATION AND

MANAGEMENT
° PRIVATE LANDS: AGRICULTURE AND CONSERVATION

° PROTECTED NATURAL LANDS
° FEDERAL CONSERVATION LANDS
> STATE CONSERVATION LANDS
> PRIVATE LANDS
> TRIBAL LANDS

° RIGHTS-OF-WAY
> TRANSPORTATION RIGHTS-OF-WAY
° UTILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY

° ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE

- MINED LANDS
> ENERGY GENERATION SITES

> URBAN CONSERVATION AND ENGAGEMENT



Mid-America Monarch
Conservation Strategy - Contents

PART FOUR - OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

PART FIVE — RESEARCH, MONITORING, ADAPTIVE
MANAGEMENT, AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

PART SIX — CAPACITY, FUNDING, AND IMPLEMENTATION
OF REGIONAL STRATEGY

PART SEVEN — STATE MONARCH CONSERVATION
SUMMARIES



Mid-America Strategy — Major
Commitments and Actions

Habitat Goals

o Regional goal of 1.3 billion
additional milkweed stems in
North Core conservation unit
by 2038

o South Core conservation unit
goals TBD in 2019

° Most states in North Core have
adopted state-level milkweed
stem goals

° Work with partners to develop
acreage targets by sector that
will be needed to meet
population and habitat goals

> Work to incorporate monarch
habitat needs into broader
landscape conservation
programs and actions



Mid-America Strategy — Major
Commitments and Actions

Governance

o MAFWA Mid-America Monarch
governance structure in place
through 2038, including Board,
Executive Committee, and
Technical Steering Committee

° Further staffing beyond 2019
dependent on additional funding




Mid-America Strategy — Major
Commitments and Actions

Adaptive Management
o Mid-America Monarch

governance structure
committed to adaptive
management of strategy
goals and actions

Technical Steering
Committee has primary
responsibility for
reviewing inputs into
adaptive management
strategy and suggesting
updates

Action

Initiation
Year

Frequency

Completion

Group
Responsible

Review species status data | 2019 Annually n/a Mid-America
and new pertinent Monarch
scientific literature Technical
Steering
Committee
Review performance of 2019 Annually n/a Mid-America
participating partners, Monarch
including progress Technical
towards habitat goals as Steering
well as suggested Committee
actions/improvements by
sector
Review and propose 2019 Review n/a Mid-America
Strategy adaptations information Monarch
based on new information annually; Technical
and performance reports produce Steering
report every Committee
five years
beginning in
2023




Mid-America Strategy — Public
nput Process

*Three formal rounds of input,
starting with only members of the
governance structure and ending
with a full public review in May

*Several state agencies helped spread
the word through press releases

*94 total unigue comments received
during public input period

*Several comments and suggestions
resulted in changes to Strategy
document contents



Mid-America Strategy — Public
Input Process




MAFWA Monarch Project —
Next Steps

*Strategy document Version 1.0 finalized this week

*Partner conference in November 2018 to refine
strategies, actions, and next steps

*Updates to Strategy document as needed in
response to Species Status Assessment, results of
the November conference, and initial listing
decision in June 2019

*Workshops with state agency technical staff to
assist with Strategy implementation, habitat
progress tracking, and further goal refinement for
South Core states
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North Dakota Perspective

Memarchs andPollinators
i — - o




“I can't believe your using our
butterflies! | thought this was the ¢
dept. By the way what is the b
monarch butterflies and will this |

application or an over the counter !

-comment from NDGF online M
Auqust 2, 2



State Authority fc

 N.D.C.C.§20.1-01-02 #58. Definiti

» "Wildlife" means any member of the animal kingdom including any
nonmigratory, or endangered bird for which protection is also afforded
amphibian, reptile, mollusk, crustacean, invertebrate, and |
thereof, or the dead body or parts thereof. Wildlife does not include doi
or birds or animals held in pri

* N.D.C.C. §20.1-01-03. Ownership and control

» The ownership of and title to all wildlife within this state is in the stat
use, possession, disposition, and conservation thereof, and for maintai

* However, there are no laws in statute or proclamation that s
invertebrates; hence, they don't fall into the category of protect
“take” these species without specific licens



North Dakota Monarch Buti
and Native Pollinator Straf

15t Version — December >

"Living Document” for the next 5 year
the year 2020

« 2ndVersion released April

Annual updates from part
* 15 partners

* 2-3 pPage Summarx of conservatio
outreach, research, ef

Monarch Butterfly Conservation Planr
Update — November 2017 with more |
participants from 16 agencies/orgar



MAFWA Mid- America Monarch Con
North Dakota Goal = 35 million



Monarch Conservation Opportu
North Dakota

 Publicland —Wildlife Management Areas, State Parks, Wild!

e Private land
* CRP, WRP, CREP, NDGF Private Lands Programs, USFWS P
* Nonproductive areas, field edges, odd areas, the "bi

* Roadsides —-NDDOT
* Home gardens

» City parks, green spz
* UrbanWoods and Prairies Initiati

* Schools, Universitie
» NDGF Urban Pollinator Proqrz

* Golf courses

* Right-of-ways

* Red River Diversic

* Governor's Main Street Initiafi
* Industry, busines



State Challenges - Insect

NDGF constituents

Management
e Example - haying/mowing ¢
forwiFrllirﬁ ying

* Primary Nesting Season April
Auqust 1

* Monarch Caterpillar Seasc
15— September

Noxious Weed | aws

* Perception milkweed is a s
listed noxious wee

¢ Common Milkweed listed |
counties

Fundinag



Uncertaintv

* |s milkweed the limiting factc
in North Dakota?
e Statewide?
e Locally?

* Better management of
milkweed?
* Enhancement of existina patch

 Education
* Reduce mowina
* Reduce spravina



With pollinators, it's much the sam
declining wildlife

Loss of habitat

Habitat fragmentatic

Anthropogenic disturbar
Pesticides

Disease, parasites

Invasive species

Pollution

Climate change or “weather ext:



One Common Theme — Healthy, Di



Noteworthy Pollinator Survey/Monitor

* North Dakota State Unive

e Statewide bee and butterfly s
» 3sites per county every year from

* ND Dept. of Agriculture, NDGF, and of!
partners

* USFWS/NRCS

* Obtain statistically valid data for listing d
4 petitioned insect

e Landscape mode!

 USGS — Northern Prairie Wildlife R
Center
* Pollinator Libra

* Improve understanding of foraginc
flower-visiting insect



More Monarch Surve:

“If there were pollinator programs available for Barnes county |
cropland into It

"Last year | removed about 8 small trees in my naturally occurri
more sunlight. As a result | have about twice as many

"I have pollinators plantings and pheasant nesting grass plc
leaving all milkweed and planting mo:

" started spot spraying my three tracts of CRP for noxious v
tracts were sprayed. I\gilkweed density has

"l own some land in Mott, ND however | am out of state resid
Milkweed on some of my land. Is there any as
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Phases I, II, and 111
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¢ ND Petroleum Council

* ND Department of Mineral Resources

» NP Resources



BDWLP deliverable value = $3,845,000



Reach out to provide oufreach...
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