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FWS Science Applications Program
• Grasslands and Sagebrush Landscapes – support acquisition and 

delivery of applied science

• Inform strategic conservation for priority species and habitats 
cooperatively identified by partners and FWS

• In R6, grasslands and sagebrush are rich in migratory bird resources
• Some of conservation concern

• Natural linkages
• WAFWA Sage EOC/Sagebrush Conservation Strategy

• Midwest Landscape Initiative



FWS Science Applications Program

• Internal Considerations

• Opportunity for close internal collaboration between Science 
Apps and Mig Birds

• Combined Assistant Regional Director



Grassland/Grassland Bird Conservation

• “Grasslands Roadmap Summit” 
• Bird Conservancy of the Rockies (BCR) and others

• Envisioned as a 3-day workshop of conservation leaders:  agencies, 
tribes, NGOs, industries, landowners, academia, and international 
partners 

• Purpose: to develop a unified framework that will guide and inform 
grassland conservation efforts and investment strategies for the next 
10 years. 



Grassland/Grassland Bird Conservation

•Wind Energy
• Indirect effects

•Wetland and Grassland easements
•High interest
• Tile drainage

• Fall workshop to update science informing decisions



Conservation without Conflict
and

WGA Collaborative Conservation Task Force

•Both are developing efforts focused on 
• Using collaboration
• To address “Species at Risk”  



FY19-20 Hunting Expansions in MAFWA States

• Kansas:
• Kirwin NWR:  extend the waterfowl season by 81 days and adding 

902 acres

• Nebraska:
• Valentine NWR:  extend the coyote hunting season by 88 days on 

70,000 acres

• South Dakota:
• Sand Lake NWR:  extend the white-tailed deer hunting season by 

49 days on 20,000 acres

• FY20-21: Work with you to identify additional opportunities 



FY19-20 New Fishing Opportunities

• North Dakota:
• Valley City NFH:  Codify recreational fishing 

• South Dakota and Nebraska via Gavins Pt NFH:
• Re-establish a genetically viable blue catfish population in the Missouri 

River, provide anglers an opportunity for a trophy fishery
• Brood fish collected this fall and production the following year
• Surplus fry provided to Nebraska State Fish Hatcheries for other rec fish 

opportunities

• South Dakota:
• Gavins Point NFH:  new opportunities on USFS National Grasslands in Western 

South Dakota.  



ESA DOWNLISTING AND DELISTING ACTIONS

•Colorado Butterfly Plant
• Final delisting rule due to recovery
• The threats at the time of listing have been 

eliminated or reduced, and additional populations 
found 
•Multiple populations through most of its current 

range in Colorado and Wyoming
• once presumed extirpated from Nebraska - a few 

individuals found in Kimball County



ESA DOWNLISTING AND DELISTING ACTIONS

•Canada lynx  (Michigan and Minnesota)
•2017:  5-year review recommending delisting of 

DPS 
• Late 2019:  Anticipate a proposal to delist
• Inclusion of conservation measures into federal 

forest mgt plans provide increased certainty
•Climate change?
• likely to occupy multiple geographic units through 2050



ESA DOWNLISTING AND DELISTING ACTIONS

•American burying beetle

• Recent proposal to downlist to threatened
• Public comment through July 2, 2019
• 1989: known only in OK and RI 
• Now:  9 states, including Kansas, Nebraska, and South 

Dakota
• Focused conservation efforts - relatively stable 

populations 
• Proposed 4(d) rule



ESA DOWNLISTING AND DELISTING ACTIONS

• Interior least tern 

• On the horizon  
• Currently estimate more than twice the number of birds 

estimated for recovery
• 1985:  ~ 2,000 birds and today ~ 18,000 
• One of the most widely distributed federally listed species 

in the continental US



TOPEKA SHINER RECOVERY PLAN

• Range:  Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and South 
Dakota

• States participated with FWS in a Species Status Assessment (SSA) 

• States participating in development of draft recovery plan

• SSA will inform required “5-year review” of the species status

• ~3 months

• The draft recovery plan is expected to be available this fall
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