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Mark Norton, Hunting Access and Farm Bill Coordinator



What s the Conservation

Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP)?

Partnership between USDA’s Farm Service Agency
and another entity to create a unique
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) initiative to
target and address recognized high priority
conservation objectives in a cost-effective
mannetr.

Requires 20-30% of the total CREP project costs to
be covered by the partnering entity.




Enrollment

Ag Producers with cropland and marginal pastureland meeting CRP
enrollment eligibility and willing to allow public access work with FSA,
NRCS, & Pheasants Forever Habitat Advisors to enroll.

Complete both a CRP contract with FSA and CREP agreement with SD
GFP. SD GFP CREP annual payment is based on a % of CRP weighted
average soil rental rate for CRP contract.

SD GFP posts enrolled lands with CREP signs as open to public hunting

and fishing access and displays them on the public hunting atlas
maps.

Participants receive cost-share to restore grasslands and wetlands and
annual payments from FSA and SD GFP for 10 to 15-year contracts.




James River Watershed CREP

Started in 2009 with a goal to enroll
100,000 acres that would result in

Restoration of wetlands and
grasslands to store water and serve
as breeding habitat for migratory
and resident wetland and grassland
dependent wildlife species.

Improved water quality through
reduced sediment, phosphorus,
and nitrogen runoff from cropland

Additional annual production of
ducks and pheasants

Additional areas open to public
hunting and fishing access.




JRW CREP Results

By 2014 nearly 82,000 acres were enrolled resulting in improved
water quality

97.9% reduction of sediment runoff totaling estimated 71,444 tons/yr.
85.8% reduction of Nitrogen runoff totaling estimated 311,447 lbs./yr.
95.6% reduction of Phosphorus runoff totaling estimated 105,427 lbs./yr.

Over 121 miles of rivers and streams buffered by 30,000 acres of
adjacent cropland being enrolled.




JRW CREP Results

Wildlife benefits
Estimated annual production of 44,600 ducks and 212,000 pheasants
Created breeding habitat for seven bird species of conservation concern

in South Dakota; bobolink, upland sandpiper, western meadowlark,
grasshopper sparrow, savannah sparrow, dickcissel, & sedge wren




JRW CREP Results

Public hunting and fishing access

Opened over 1,000 pieces of private land to public walk-in hunting and
fishing access.




JRW CREP Cost

+ 82,000 acres of CREP

Federal CRP Annual
Payments - $8.9 million
SD GFP CREP Annual
Payments - S3 million

TOTAL - $11.9 million

JRW CREP Program Costs 2010-
2021

b m USDA-FSA
SD GFP

$97,550,411,
76%




JRW CREP in 2022

New Enrollments — thanks to
additional revenue generated by the
Habitat Stamp.

Current enrollment approximately
76,000 acres due to expirations that
occurred in 2020 and 2021.

Re-enrolled about 75-80% of expiring
contracts

6,400 acres of new enrollments since
Jan 2021




Big Sioux River Watershed CREP

SD GFP is working with FSA to create a second CREP project.
Modeled after the successful JRW CREP
25,000 acres




Big Sioux River Watershed CREP

Goals

Improve Water
Quality
Increase wildlife

habitat and wildlife
populations.

Open a minimum of
250 pieces of private
land to public hunting
and fishing access.




Big Sioux River Watershed CREP

Estimated Cost to enroll 25,000
acres for 15 years

Federal $86.5 million
SD GFP—$22.2 million




Questions?

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program






SOUTH DAKOTA

GAME, FISH and PARKS



Ryan Persoon,

District 13 Park Supervisor



Habitat and Food Plot
Management In Rec Areas

Ryan Persoon
District Park Supervisor




Habitat & Food Plots in Parks

Why?
How?
What?
When?

Where?




Enhance What Habitat is There

Prescribed Burns

Prevents Brush and Trees Discourages Weeds
Eliminates Vegetation Build Up Recycles Nutrients
Increases Plant Diversity Reduce Unwanted Insects

Mob/Intensive Grazing
Remove Cool Season Grasses Prevents Erosion
Breaks Soil Crust Plant Seeds Deeper

Lay Old Plant Material Down Provides Nutrients




Why Plant Food Plots

Outdoor Opportunities
Influence Animal Behavior
Bridge Nutritional Gaps
Attract Insects - Pollinators
Forage Seeds for Birds
Provide Cover

Control the Unwanted
Prepare Soil Foundation
Aesthetics

Biodiversity

Soil Health

Atmosphere Health




How Should You Plant

Prepare Planting Location
Late Summer — Mow, Hay, or Graze

Early Fall — Spray Before Ground Freezes
Blanket (Sulfentrazone), 40z/acre, Preemergent for Broadleaf Control
Banvil, 40z/acre, Existing Broadleaf Control
Roundup, 480z/acre if Grasses are Green — If not, Wait till Spring
Respray in the spring, no later than June 15.
Roundup, 480z/acre
Grasses, such as Smooth Brome, are hard to kill and take time!

Plant around 10 days after spraying

By Whatever Means Available
In-house equipment
Contact DOW Land Manager
Local NRCS or PF
Local Producer Partnership




How Should You Plant

No-Till Drill is Preferred Method
Limit Tillage or Cutting and Leveling
Be Creative, if necessary!

Disc and Broadcast
Stomp it in!

Don’t plant too thick, go by seed chart recommendations

Plant everything 1” deep, if you have a large/small seed mix.
Big seeds will pave a way for the small seeds.
Otherwise, follow seed depth recommendation for planting.
Plant Small Seed Batches and Refill Often




What Should You Plant

What'’s Your Goal?

Warm and Cool Season Plants

Plant What is Available to You

Diversify with Seed Mixtures

Consider Flowering Cycles/Timeframes

What Will Benefit the Soil and Future Seed Bed

15t Year, Stay Away From Grasses 7

Releases Toxins that Stunts Roots of New Grasses
Brassicas, Flax, Barley, Kahle, Peas, Sunflowers

2"d Year — Increase Grasses up to 50%

Sudan grass, Oats, Millet, Rye or Forage Sorghum
3"d Year — Can Begin Planting Native Grasses and Flowers



What Should You Plant

Options are Endless
Annual or Perennial?

NRCS Standard Cover Crop Requirements
Utilize Local Seed Sale Resources
Contact Specialized Seed Companies
Consult with Precision Ag Producers







Planting - First Year

* Plant Mostly Broadleaf Mix

* Excellent Pollinator Blend

* Seed Late June

Cover crop
Buckwheat
Flax

Foarge Peas
Sunflower
Kale

Turnip
Collards

Forage Sorghum

Corn
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Planting — Second Year

Add More Grasses to the Mix .
Builds a Better All-Around Food Plot b VAL
Plant Around June 5 - 10. Spray As Needed — Banvil, Roundup

Cover crop Seeding Rate % fo mix # in mix C:N Ratio
Corn 25 15% 3.75 H
Flax 30 7% 2.1 H
Kale 3 8% 0.24 L
Oats 60 20% 12 H
Foarge Peas 70 15% 10.5 L
Foage Sorghum 25 10% 2.5 H
Sunflower 4 15% 0.6 M
Turnip 4 10% 0.4 L
Piper 25 10% 2.5 H

110% 34.59









Where Should You Plant

What'’s Your Goal?

Plant Problem Areas
Plant near Wooded Cover
Plant Small Plots

Plant Large Plots

Plant Visible Areas

Plant Hidden Areas

No Right or Wrong Place



Milpa Garden Plot

“Chaos Garden”
Seed Donated by SD Soil Health Coalition
Traditional Intercropping System

Developed by Mayans in Central America
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