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TAKING ARCHERY INTO COMMUNITIES,  
AND COMMUNITIES INTO ARCHERY 

Government Relations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Government Relations – Dan Forster
A.	General Comments and Program Plan
B.	AFWA and State Agency Update
C.	Council to Advance Hunting and Shooting Sports
D.	ATA Deer Protection Program Plan for 2017 
E.	National Deer Alliance – Jay McAninch
F.	Outdoor Recreation Industry Roundtable





Archery Trade 
Association 

TAKING ARCHERY INTO COMMUNITIES, AND COMMUNITIES INTO ARCHERY 

State Bowhunting 
Regulation Survey 
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Stimulus: 
Members 

Practitioners 
 

GOALS:  
Clarity 

Compliance 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

EQUIPMENT SURVEY – 

WHY a survey?

Is this technology legal in my state?   Technology moves faster than state agency can!
-retailers want to be compliant and professional (liability concerns)
I am travelling to state x and want to be sure my equipment is legal there?

Desired Goals:  Clarity and Compliance – Know this will support your R3 efforts

GOAL is NOT: Advise you to regulate in a
Purpose is to illuminate the playing field and – make it easy for you to discern your status – 
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Regulations Survey 

 
 

All 50 states –  Public Sources 
2016-17 Hunting Season 

Reviewed >60 Metrics w/variability 
:Potential Barriers - 4 

:Complexity - 15 
:Outliers - 19 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

-a survey of all 50 states’ 2016-17 bowhunting regulations was conducted to compile the regulations specific to big game hunting during Archery Only season.  Using public websites, printed materials, personal communication, and other sources as presented by the respective fish and wildlife agency, 
    : Realize combination of laws and regulations but looked to the agency of authority for presentation
    : Some validation with personnel – likely some errors (>3000 total variables surveyed)  
-over 60 regulatory metrics detailing legal equipment used for bowhunting deer and other related guidelines were evaluated and compared across states and regions.  The difficulty encountered locating some data suggests the probability that regulations coded as “Not Specified” may not have been found.  In these cases, the ATA will update the findings to reflect the actual regulations.

-Lumped some metrics and eliminated others where there was consistency - 
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Results 

 
 

Incredible variability – “Complex” 
Lack of clarity – “Confusing” 

 
Summary Findings Report 

Model Regulations (Presentation) 
State Specific Summary Sheet 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complex - arrow/bolt length, arrow material, arrow weight, barbs on broadheads, bolt length, bow let-off, bow length, bowhunter education, broadhead blade thickness, broadhead cutting edges, broadhead diameter, broadhead length, broadhead material, broadhead width, casting distance, crossbow draw weight, crossbow width, crossbows with scopes, drawlocks, laser sights, lighted nocks, lighted pins, mechanical broadheads, overdraw rests and sight magnification

Confusing – Lighted nocks!  Legal back home, take a trip out west (Idaho or Montana) could be breaking the law.  
Not mentioned (Look at one state who says it is “legal” to hunt with lighted nocks and the neighbor is silent (Yet legal?)

Both Complexity and Confusion are counter to R3 efforts

WHY?		Technology changes faster than governments can respond
Outdated information that hasn’t received any attention – bigger fish to fry
Some may take political capitol to address and the right timing
Individual Philosophies driven by …. (powerful and influential decision makers or influencers)
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Results – Complexity 

 
 

Arrow Length Minimum:  Most states do not regulate 
arrow length.  Eleven states regulate the minimum 
length that an arrow must be for use in hunting.  
Minimum lengths range from 18 - 26 inches.  One state 
requires that the arrow must be longer than the bows 
brace height.  
 
Arrow Weight Minimum:  Most states do not regulate 
arrow weights.  However, seven states regulate the 
minimum allowable weight of a hunting arrow.  
Minimum weights range from 275-350 grains.    
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Identified 15 bowhunting regulations that were categorized as complex.

Arrow length – Majority of states ignore – while others regulate.  
You will notice there is no interpretation of good, bad or ugly – we are simply Illuminating the variations

Arrow Weight Minimum – Not sure how we ended up here or the basis but here we are….
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Results – Complexity 

 
 

Crossbow Draw Weight Minimum: Seventeen states 
do not regulate crossbow draw weight, 32 regulate 
minimum draw weight and only 2 states specify a 
maximum draw weight at 200lbs.  Minimum draw 
weights are highly variable ranging from 75 - 150 lbs. 
 
Bolt Length: Most states do not regulate bolt length.  
However, 15 states currently regulate the minimum 
length that an arrow must be for use in hunting.  
Minimum lengths range from 12 - 18 inches.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read slide - 

Complexity in total, also serves to impact credibility  
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Results – Complexity 

 
 

METRICS:  Arrow Length Minimum, Arrow 
Weight Minimum, Airbows, Barbed 
Broadheads, Bolt Length, Broadhead Cutting 
Edges, Broadhead Diameter, Broadhead 
Materials, Crossbow Broadhead Diameter, 
Crossbow Length, Crossbow Draw Weight 
Minimum, Crossbow Mechanical Safety, 
Drawlock, Sights – Lighted Pins, Sights – 
Magnification.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
15 Metrics
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State Report 

 
 

“Your state” Summary Findings 2017 (Complexity) 
 
Regulatory Metric         Majority Position    State Position 
 
Arrow Length Minimum:   No Constraint    No Constraint 
Arrow Weight Minimum:   No Constraint     No Constraint  
Airbows:      Not Allowed     Not Stated 
Barbed Broadheads:    No Constraint    No Constraint 
Bolt Length:     No Constraint    Not Stated 
Broadhead Cutting Edges:  No Constraint    2 edges 
Continued…………… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Define Majority Opinion

Describe Red highlights (Complexity) – Outside of Majority position
	Encourage you to ask your neighbors, discuss with staff WHY the need to be “out of the norm”

Describe Yellow - Confusion
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Results – Potential 
Barriers 

 
 

Bow Draw Weight Minimum:  Most states 
(33/50) specify a minimum poundage draw 
weight that must be used for hunting.  Eleven 
states are silent on required minimums, and six 
states have no minimum draw weight.  
Specified draw weights include 30lb, 35lb and 
40lb minimums……..  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
……..This regulation could be considered a potential barrier to entry since individual strength varies considerably across all users and other factors such as shot placement and shooting distance can have greater impact on killing shots than draw weight. 
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Results – Potential 
Barriers 

 
 

Bow Let-off Maximum:  Five states reported limitations on 
maximum bow let-off ranging from 80 - 85%.......  
 
Bowhunter Education: Most states (38) do not require bowhunter 
education certification in addition to basic hunter education.  In 
12 states, however, additional bowhunter-specific education is 
required……. 
 
Crossbow Allowance: Twenty-five states currently allow 
crossbows to be used during regular archery seasons.  
Additionally, 22 states allow for their use during archery season by 
individuals with disabilities and by certain age groups.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bow let-off:  Currently bows on the market with 90% let-off! – couple that with minimum draw weights artificial barrier – science that supports these regulations?

Bowhunter education – I recently bowhunted in a state where BE is required and I am not certified – exception for old fogies?  

Crossbow allowance - ATA Position on Crossbows: The ATA believes that crossbows are viable shooting and hunting equipment that provide opportunity for a segment of America’s hunters and recreational shooters. As a result of the Pittman-Robertson Act, crossbows are subject to the Federal excise tax and thus, are considered archery equipment by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the state wildlife agencies.  The ATA leaves the seasons and regulations governing the use of crossbows for hunting to each state wildlife agency. ATA believes that when populations of wildlife, like deer, are overabundant, state agencies should make use of every type of hunting equipment to help control and manage those populations.
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State Report 

 
 

“Your state” Summary Findings 2017 (Potential Barriers) 
 
Regulatory Metric            Majority Position    State Position 
 
Bow Draw Weight Minimum:   0 – 30 lbs.   40 lbs. 
Bow Let-off Maximum:    No Constraints  Not Stated  
Bowhunter Education:    NO-Basic   NO-Basic 
Crossbow Allowance:    Allowed   Allowed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Government affairs’ current focus – I will discuss each in more detail

Read - titles
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Results – Outliers 

 
 

Broadhead Cutting Diameter (Fixed, Mechanical & 
Crossbow Mechanical): Most state wildlife agencies do 
not specify a maximum cutting diameter for fixed or 
mechanical broadhead blades.  One state, however, 
specifies that no fixed broadhead with blades greater 
than 1.5 inches may be used.  Another state specifies 
that no mechanical broadhead with a diameter greater 
than 2.0 inches may be used. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In instances where 4 or fewer states reported regulatory constraints that were unique to an individual variable

A total of 21 states were identified as having one or more of 19 different regulation outliers.  

While many regulations identified as outliers are not viewed as a significant barrier to bow hunting entry or participation, these complexities interject a source of confusion and are often viewed by customers as unnecessary and burdensome when compared to other state fish and wildlife agencies.   

Archery hunters travelling out-of-state for pursuing a variety of game species, may be unknowingly violating obscure or outdated regulations without careful and thorough review of state-specific prohibitions.  Customer confidence and regulatory compliance may be improved by reducing regulatory complexity and providing improved delivery of bowhunting regulations for hunters where feasible. 
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Results – Outliers 

 
 

Bow Length Minimum: There are two states that 
specify the overall length of a bow must be a minimum 
of 28 inches in length... 
 
Casting Distance (Arrows and Bolts):  One state 
requires that bows and crossbows must be able to cast 
(throw forcefully) the arrow or bolt, respectfully, a 
minimum distance of 130 yds.  One state specifies that 
bows (no restriction on crossbows) must cast an arrow 
a minimum distance of 150 yds… 
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State Report 

 
 

Outliers: “Your State” is one of four states 
that impose a minimum weight for crossbow 
bolts. 
 
Outliers include: Arrow Materials, Broadhead Blade Thickness 
for Fixed Broadheads, Broadhead Cutting Diameter, Bow Length 
Minimum, Broadhead Maximum Length, Casting Distance, 
Crossbow Draw Length, Crossbow Bolt Weight, Crossbow 
Broadhead Width, Crossbow Manufacture Date, Crossbow 
Width, Crossbows with Scopes, Electronic Tracking Devices, 
Laser Sights, Lighted Nocks, Mechanical Broadheads, Mechanical 
Broadhead Weight, and Overdraw Arrow Rest. 
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Model Regulations – 
Part 1 

(Majority Position) 

 
 

“Bows and broadheads used for hunting must 
have a minimum draw weight of 30 lbs and 
7/8th inch cutting diameter, respectively.  
Crossbows used for hunting must have a 
minimum draw weight of 100lbs and may be 
used during archery only seasons.”   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Popular Guide or Presentation on a website – Not Regulatory or legislative language 

-I think there is even room for simplifying these regulations…however, keep in mind that this regulation captures half or more of the states.  If all states were like this, it would certainly reduce complexity.   
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Model Regulations – 
Part 2 (Recommended) 

 
 

In addition, arrow/bolt length, arrow material, arrow 
weight, barbs on broadheads, bolt length, bow let-off, 
bow length, bowhunter education, broadhead blade 
thickness, broadhead cutting edges, broadhead 
diameter, broadhead length, broadhead material, 
broadhead width, casting distance, crossbow draw 
weight, crossbow width, crossbows with scopes, 
drawlocks, laser sights, lighted nocks, lighted pins, 
mechanical broadheads, overdraw rests and sight 
magnification are NOT restricted. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meant for Popular Guide or Web presentation to addresses the confusion issue by specifying commonly regulated metrics NOT applicable in your state.   

-To make it easy for archers to participate in your state….highlighting the fact that these “metrics” are NOT restricted will eliminate the bulk of confusion among customers and would be relatively EASY to put on a website!   
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State Wildlife Agency 
Partner Feedback 

 
 

Thoughts                         
Errors 

Improvements 
Communicate 

Information and Background 
Assistance and Support 

Resulting Actions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WAFWA is the first Regional Association meeting I have been to and presented this information

So I really would appreciate your …..

What I would really like to see Is two things to address complexity and confusion:

Initiate a review and response from staff on this report -  ASK:  Are we really different in these areas and if so, why?

Direct net    
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Policy Constraints on 
Managers 

 
 

Pittman-Robertson 
Modernization 

 
*Identifies Hunter and Recreational 
Shooter Recruitment as a legitimate use 
of PR funding 
*Increase MSCGP to support 
recruitment efforts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy Constraints on Managers

-
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