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Timeline
■ 2007 to 2017: standard response to solicitations regarding wind 

projects: “work within native prairie be avoided to the extent 

possible”

■ 2008 – 2011: Northern Plains Wind Energy Forum, ND and SD

– Consensus not met, group disbanded

■ August 2016: PSC commissioner asks NDGF to provide 

information on impacts to wildlife resources following multiple 

10+ hour hearings

■ September 2016: ND Wind and Wildlife Collaborative (NDWWC) 

was formed

■ November 2016: New governor

■ August 2017: NDGF drafted an approach for guidelines using the 

State Wildlife Action Plan as the impetus.



Timeline
■ October 18, 2017: Notice of PSC hearing for 

Foxtail Wind Energy Center (November 20, 
2017)

– 45 of 75 turbines sited in native prairie

– >15 miles of new roads in native prairie

■ November 20, 2017: PSC did not approve 
Foxtail and told NextEra to work it out with 
NDGF

■ December 20, 2017: NDGF sends supportive 
letter to PSC

■ February 2018: NextEra Vice President travels 
to ND to meet with NDGF director 

■ March - April 2018: NDGF provides 
presentation on wind and wildlife impacts to:

– PSC Commissioners

– Natural Resource Interim Legislative 
Committee

– Governor Doug BurgumPause timeline



Minimizing Impacts to Wildlife & Constituents

■ North Dakota Administrative Rule Chapter 69-06-08

1. Exclusion areas. The following geographical areas must be excluded in the 

consideration of a site for an energy conversion facility. 

■ a.  Designated or registered national: parks; memorial parks; historic sites and 

landmarks; natural landmarks; historic districts; monuments; wilderness areas; 

wildlife areas; wild, scenic or recreational rivers; wildlife refuges; and grasslands

■ b.  Designated or registered state: parks; forests; forest management lands; 

historic sites; monuments; historical markers; archaeological sites; grasslands; 

wild, scenic or recreational rivers; game refuges; game management areas; 

management areas; nature preserves

■ c.  …hardwood draws; and enrolled woodlands 

■ f.  Areas critical to the life stages of threatened or endangered animal 

or plant species

■ g.  Areas where animal or plant species that are unique or rare to this 

state would be irreversibly damaged

3. Avoidance areas. 

■ e.  Woodlands and wetlands

■ f.  Areas of recreational significance which are not designated as exclusion 

areas
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North Dakota 
State Wildlife 
Action Plan

■ The NDGF has implemented 
this program since 2002

■ Goals:

– Keep common species 
common

– Prevent further listings under 
the ESA

– Preserve the state’s fish and 
wildlife resources for the 
foreseeable future



Species of 
Conservation Priority

■ Rare, declining, or at-risk species

■ 115 species

– 47 birds

– 2 amphibians

– 9 reptiles

– 21 mammals

– 22 fish

– 10 mussels

– 4 insects

■ Monarch, Regal Fritillary, 
Dakota Skipper, Poweshiek 
Skipperling

■ Mostly nongame species, but a few 
game species



Species of 
Conservation Priority

ND Meadowlark Trend

• The State Bird is now rare in 

eastern 1/3 of the state.

• The population is steadily 

declining.

• Probably won’t see an ESA 

petition, but meadowlarks are 

disappearing from ND.



Endangered Species 
■ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal federal entity for 

administering the Endangered Species Act (ESA)

■ 12 species currently listed as threatened or endangered in North 
Dakota

■ 11 petitions/species that include ND are under review

■ Anticipate more petitions and listings 
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As managing for listed 

species is far more restrictive, difficult, and 

expensive for everyone making a living on the 

landscape than preventing listings (developers, 

industry, landowners, and producers), it is vital 

that we ensure there are the essential 

habitat resources to sustain healthy 

populations.



UNBROKEN GRASSLANDS:
NATIVE PRAIRIE

Support 48 Species of Conservation Priority



WETLANDS

Support 54 Species of Conservation Priority



NATIVE WOODLANDS

Support 15 Species of Conservation Priority



The North Dakota Landscape

200 years ago Today

North Dakota 

is 93% private 

land.



Direct Impacts -
Collisions

■ Cumulative impact to wildlife 

populations is not certain.

■ North America Fatality Estimates:

– Birds

■ 3 to 6 birds per MW per 

year

– Bats

■ 1 to 30 bats per MW 

per year

■ ND study: 30 species of birds 

killed in grasslands versus 9

species in agricultural lands



NORTH DAKOTA MORTALITY REPORT 

Formal fatality searches conducted at 

all 100 turbines from April 2017 thru 

October 2017.

Total fatalities = 278

Total birds = 177  (48 species)

Total bats = 101  (4 species)



DIRECT IMPACTS: LOSS OF HABITAT
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DIRECT IMPACTS: LOSS OF HABITAT

So far in ND, turbines and associated roads sited in 

native, unbroken grassland have resulted in the 

cumulative loss of approximately 2,400 acres of 

habitat for rare, unique and declining species.
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WIND PROJECT IMPACTS -
HISTORICAL




