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» Platteville

Route #2: Platteville, Wl = picked up
2,000+ pounds invasive carp and other
fish from lllinois River commercial
fishers =» Returned to Platteville, WI for
overnight = Delivered to Chicago, IL /
Madison, WI

Platteville

S8 |[linois River S
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* April 19, 2019 phone call from Mr. Chow - “The fish are here.”

* Checked GPS tracker which showed Ping Li's refrigerated van at
the store at that very moment. Served as continued
corroboration.

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WL.GOV



Making deliveries in Chicago

»
-

Loading invasive carp into
van along lllinois River
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July 3, 2019 Stop at Asian Midway Foods

* Had 13 bighead and grass carp he was
delivering

351454

= ™ "57 ;// « Had receipt showing purchase from lllinois
% S T4 7 commercial fisherman
T S | * On that day alone, missing records for over
}%{»{ 6”/ ¢ Wl ™7 1,030 Ib. invasive carp he had purchased
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October 2019 Search Warrant

* Li’'s home/business
» “At sick father in New York.”

» Called Li's phone. Came outside
within 10 minutes.

 Lots of talking (even after call to
lawyer)

e Buys/sells 2,500 Ib. per week

* Explained he gave some records to
lawyer after July contact but had
copies there

* Didn’t admit to stocking invasive carp
 Lots of records (and notes)

* Recorded interview - fluent English
Seized records and phone

* |nvoices

* Receipts for gas stations along travel
route

e Texts and images on phone
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Surveillance Camera Image from Asian Midway Foods and Provided to Ping Li
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Connections and Corroboration - June 18, 2019 (just one of many dates)

" -~
" TS
|" Y ) "'1’/"' 4
Y P )
¥
421
b
0
-

-~ 5 p = 5%

=7 i o

. A
— Y-
1\.
- Ly
¢ 57
s

A — | ' S haATs
! . C Va0
- - -

1 wNR.WILGOV

Iy ' | e ]
SII‘I MEIrMRIMEINTT W ITMIYRME N W N e



Processing of Smart Phone from Warrant

A8 oo polce

How much do conservation officen

MaKo » M li(n‘.'7

Does DNR Davls o pows M

policy?

in 30Me INSANCER. QRMa Wargens may
GCIUy have more power than police
otficars whwn § cormes 10 warramiless
saarotas of parsons or venicins
Typically, police officers must have
probabio Couae O CONsaNnt 1o suarch &

DISON OF A VIO wilhodt A wiwrant

~2 5. 88

B rwa/bige tnduw.com « 201408 - 8

D0 Gare Waordony Mave They Samrs

™y

il VS Collue =+  TFH590:26 =

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WL.GOV

Name: Myron Kebus | Crested:
Source Exiraclion: | 1/2/20184.34.33

| PM{LITC-6)

Advanced Logical

!H“-r Mgl Cvira
{ D Il Azlan Corp

| Cormaalea]:
LAANTA R1521

Phona:
| Mobils GOBZL4BTE

Phona
finhdla (217) FR5-OT47

Source Extracion: 3]
J Adtvarnasd Logical
- m— e — — - - l— ----- = —
[ T ——— P
E:H.I.'EI; r-|| o Fandsli ARASRATRLT
I-_.-,.__, Hn‘n.:ﬂr:r Hober Crealad: Phone:
Source Extraction: | | &/ 15/2018 §:23:21 Q208011361
Advanced Logical  |PM{UTC-3)
Name: Azain Midway | Crealed; Phons:
Souros Bimcllon:. | E/19/2019/10:22:30 6082555864
Advariced taaical  IAMUTC-5)
| M Fach Blacko Phons:
] [anpmal FTOIISEATR
Bourpe: Fhone
| Bourcs Extracion:
| Logical
| 8
| Namex Slaine ! Lo ID;
| Bource; Welhal fLimar I wisd_m3bOuy diphia
':umj rhad 98003 rmusy l
. ﬁnuu i
I.H'- Faeh | P,
M‘m”m}‘- Fiarinm ;'-'-:n:-h'l GO P
mplu _
| | Boaros Extrection.
[ |



Written notes in Mandarin Chinese . .. Too many!
DNR paid translation service
Defendant concerned about taxes (cash business)

Defendant asks about consequence if he does not show paperwork to DNR
11 can show them the videos, the fine for 100 times
1 time will be the same? 1 huve lost somme of the invoic
s 1 the same comsequenice for this? But taxes wero 510y
recorded according 1o the bank account statement. | /,”,fi
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Forensic Auditing of Records

*Sales to Asian Midway Foods
«2018 ... 6,493 pounds for $12,551

15t half of 2019 . .. 3,248 pounds for $6,746
* 98,000 pounds bought per year
* 48 trips bringing these into Wisconsin
* Many hundreds of records missing information
*Underreported income by $55,000 per year (tax
analysis vs. purchase/sale records)

« 28,000 Ib. invasive carp missing per year
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e Defense concerns:

* Didn’t know law (countered by historic contacts, industry
connections, knowledge of other laws and regulatory
programs, etc.)

* Didn’t speak English well; actually had court pay for
interpreter for all hearings (countered by recording of fluent
English)

e Charged with 8 crimes, 14 citations

* [llegal Transport of Invasive Carp (intact)

 Unmarked Wholesale Fish Dealer Vehlcle

* Possessing lllegal Fish Over $300 =%

* Fail to Keep/Maintain Records 1

e Convicted of 19 charges

* Penalties ~ $13,500
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Case Study:
Louisiana
Crawfish Co.
- Live Red
Swamp
Crayfish
Shipments

(Industry: Invasive
Species as Live Food)
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[EriR AL

Live Crawtish By The Pound (5053 Ibs, Field Run)

Sk Drive;
$6.32
QUaAMRY: Total:
50.00 $319.504
Prierity Overnight *
SR Pree:
SHIPPING $0.00
Quantity: Total:
100 $0.00
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.. . Louisiana Crawfish Co. (continued). ..
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. . . Louisiana Crawfish Co. (continued). ..

Algust 4, 20217
Shippar (975WF
Padjes 1o 1

ATTMN : ROBERT
PHONE : (BEEjS22-T202
DELIVERY NOTIFICATION
INCLIRY FROM: DAVID MCGRAW
LOUISIANA CRAWFISH COMPANY

140 RUSSELL CEMETERY RD
MATCHITOCHES LA 71457

SHIPMENT TO: &P FRESH MARKET
DAZHI ZHANG
G634 WATTS RD
MADISON Wi 53719

ShEpet Murmn|es Tracming BienGhdubom Mas il 1200 TSWFNTSE 1 ATO6S
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. . . Louisiana
Crawfish Co.
(continued). ..
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. .. Louisiana Crawfish Co. (continued). ..

‘Unfortunately, we are unable to ship LIVE Crawfish to HAWAII, WASHINGTON, MICHIGAN, ILLINOIS, WISCONSIN,
PENNSYLVANIA, MINNESOTA, IDAHO or OREGON due to restrictions by the Department of Natural Resources’

+ Qregon, you may obtain & permit for Live Crawfish from Rick Boatner at (503)947-6300
+ [daha; you may obtain a permit for Live Crawfish from Bathany Gaddis at [208)332-8626.
» Minnesata, Ifyou are a restaurant you may obtain a permit for Boiled Crawfish from Chelsey Blanke at (651) 259-5350

*Wisconsin Restrictions on LA Crawfish
Website

* Not listed prior to GLFC-LE Committee outreach
letter (which was sent in January 2020)

 But then listed as of April, May, and July 2020 (per
Wayback Machine www.archive.org)
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http://www.archive.org/

Contacted LA Crawfish

* Called to LA Crawfish and Spoke with Avery Smith

* Agreed to send customer delivery information . . . but then
company didn’t follow through

* Rec’d letter and updated website
* We no longer ship live crayfish to WI
* We only ship RSC, no other species
* We spot check orders ... **Give me the addresses where
we’re shipping**
* Didn’t send us customer information, so. ..

* Follow-up call . . . Talk to my dad from now on . .. David
McGraw

* David McGraw said:
| looked it up online and you’ve already had RSC since the 1960’s (FALSE)
* What is the penalty if we continue to ship them?
* Create a permit system like Idaho and Oregon
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Escapee on the Run ... or Crawl

* Citizen reported RSC on neighborhood
street in Fredonia, WI

* Exact location unknown (just a nearby
intersection)

* Walked the neighborhood to find
matching pavement . .. Found the
spot.

e Canvass ... Proximity to ponds ... Etc.

a.__;;,a:i* %x_,.,_ S INAL S ah
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Customer to LA Crawfish Phone Operator:
| saw on your website that you can’t ship to
Wisconsin.

LA Crawfish Phone Operator to Customer:
Wisconsin doesn’t have a law about the
crayfish and is still working on legislation to
prohibit their shipment to Wisconsin.
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* 16 shipments
* 12,816 red swamp crayfish
* 15 criminal charges
e 10 criminal convictions (not

citations/tickets)

* 5 dismissed

« $34,380 penalty

* 15t criminal convictions under
this law (13 year old law)
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Forensic Auditing of Records

 How do you catch someone  Examples in past 10 years:
with 10,000 or 200,000 * Lake Superior
pounds of illegal or unreported * Case #1 - 178,000 Ib. whitefish
fish? ... RECORDSI! » Case #2 - 13,500 Ib. lake trout
+ Totally underutilized! " whitefishyiake trout combined
* Actually simple . . . Just takes * Mississippi River Commercial

Fisher/Wholesale Fish Dealer
Case
* 2,899 Ib. shovelnose sturgeon

attention to detail, data entry,
and dedicated time.

* Field contacts can NEVER « 19,714 Ib. catfish
come close to results from * 24,320 Ib. buffalo
forensic auditing! * Wholesale Fish Dealers

* Case #1 - 28,000 Ib. invasive carp

* Case #2 - 240,080 Ib. whitefish,
lake trout, and yellow perch
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Cash in accounton Jan. 1
+ deposits

- payments

Cash remaining on Dec. 31

Fish in storage on Jan. 1
+ fish caught

+ fish purchased
- fish sold

Fish in storage on Dec. 31
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W

3 hour free basic audit training class
available to any agency that
requests it - Just contact me.
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AlIS-Organisms in Trade
Law Enforcement Work Group

* Grant funding through partnership with DNR’s invasive species
program staff

* Funds 1 FTE (from existing staff)
* 4 field wardens x 1 month
* 2 investigators x 3 months
* 1 lieutenant x 2 months

» Specialized training for awareness of industries
* Focus effort on aquatic species in trade (not just AlS)
* Serve as another resource for field wardens

* Inefficient if funds spread amongst 250 officers****
* Work group has more than a basic understanding
* Observations more immediately lead to connections
 e.g. Traffic officer can’t be responsible for multi-state narcotics task force

* Has resulted in hundreds of inspections, self-generated cases, and
200+ convictions in 3 years
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Cheat Sheets

e Wholesale Fish
Dealer Vehicles

* Wholesale Fish
Dealer Buildings

* Pet Stores - Invasives

* Specialty/Ethnic
Grocery Stores -
Invasives

* Live Rough Fish
Haulers
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Fish/Game
Enforcement by
Most Agencies

Asian Swamp
Eels and Crayfish
as Pets, Food,
and Ceremonial
Releases

Commercial
Fishing
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Lieutenant Robert Stroess
Aquatic Species in Trade Enforcement Program Administrator

(920) 901-1361
Robert.Stroess@wisconsin.gov
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