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This region is among the most diverse,  
productive, and economically thriving 

freshwater systems in the world



Infographic courtesy UW-Extension

• Wisconsin’s dairy industry  

generates ~$45B annually,

~10% of that from Brown  

County

• Wisconsin’s outdoor recreation  

generates $7.8B annually,

$900M generated through GB  

and Lake Winnebago sport  

fishery and Wolf River  

recreation
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Paper Mill Effluent on Fox River: 1973

Green Bay Press Gazette – 1927  

Appleton Post Crescent - 1990



Lower Fox River PCB Cleanup Project:  
Completed in 2020

8,200,000 cubic  

yards of  

contaminated  
sediment remediated  

from the river from  

2009-2020.

$1B cleanup paid for  

by Responsible  

Parties

Over 140 workers on  

site daily for over 10  

years, bringing in new  
talent and enhancing  

local economy



Key Partners



1938 2020

Duck Creek Delta and Cat Island Chain
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Key Partners





Lower Fox River Watershed Recovery Plan

• Implementation Action Plan

• Funding Strategy

• Shared Measurement

• Shared Decision Making



“Never forget that you live at the mouth of the largest  
freshwater estuary in the world…and never forget the great  

responsibility you bear for that.” – Jack Day

Photo Courtesy Photodynamix
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Fox River/Green Bay  
Natural Resource Damage  
Assessment & Restoration

Green Bay Field Office

Betsy M. Galbraith, Deputy Field Supervisor  

Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services

Rush Lake. Photo courtesy of Ducks Unlimited



• “Hardest working river in  
the country”

• Designated Area of  
Concern (AOC); 11 BUIs

• Impaired by excessive  
nutrient and phosphorous  
loading

• PCBs

Degradation of the Lower Fox River  & Green 
Bay Ecosystem



What is the Fox River/Green Bay NRDAR?

Restore Replace Acquire



Restoration Plans – 2003 & 2016

Restore Replace Acquire



Lower Fox River/Green Bay  NRDA Trustee 
Council

Tehassi Hill  

Tribal Chairman  

Oneida Nation
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Services
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Administrator
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Menominee Tribe

Jeremy Pyatskowit  
Environmental  
Services Dept  
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Trustees

Jim Snitgen
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WI DNR
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Restore Replace Acquire

Since 2002, over 220 projects initiated!

Over 22,800 acres preserved or restored

+ fisheries, recreational &  
cultural benefits

Over $52 million in NRDA  
settlement funds spent

Over $60 million in  
partnership funds leveraged

(As of Dec 31, 2021)



Aquatic, Nearshore, and Riparian Habitat Improvemen  

Fishery Resource Enhancements

Public Use Enhancements

Sensiba State Wildlife Area. Trina Soyk.
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