MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN
FISHERY COMMISSION

MICRA Chair




MICRA

Partnership of 28 states and federal agencies

Formed in 1990 by agreement of agency
Director’s

oooooo

Representation is by state agency fish chiefs

Original goal of forming the partnership
® To become an inland fishery commission

® Secure astable funding source

Upper Mississippi

® To support cooperative projects and provide
for cooperative resource management LN — Dl

MICRA's mission is to improve the conservation, management,
development, and utilization of interjurisdictional fishery resources in
the Basin through improved communication and coordination among
the responsible management entities.




MICRA » interagency communication and
coordination

Fishery Commission P> cooperative
interagency |J fishery management

® Collaboratively establish management
objectives

® Interagency planning, implementation and
evaluation of management actions

High-level commitment and support from
state and federal governments

Long-term, stable funding for increased
capacity and investments

Why A Fishery Commission?

The economic, ecologic, and social value of
the Basin’s fishery resources, the
multiplicity of management entities, the
vital need for interstate collaboration, and
the federal nexus with the management of
l] fishery resources and their aquatic
habitats, warrant federal legislation to
authorize and provide appropriations to
support a Mississippi River Basin Fishery
Commission.



A JOINT STRATEGIC PLAN
FOR MANAGEMENT OF
MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN AISHERIES

Prepared by

fedriuary 2O

Miusnigys interstate Cocperative Saxunte Avaciston (MICRA)

A Joint Strategic Plan

To provide a more coordinated and structured
approach for joint IJ fisheries management

A formal commitment to an interagency
approach for 1J fisheries management

® 26 Directors signed a Memorandum of

Acceptance

Foundational document that provides mutual
benefits and protection of fishery resources

® Common goal statement

® Key problem areas

® Broad strategies

® Strategic process



Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission

A commitment to cooperative implementation of
the Joint Strategic Plan

» _ ~ Council of “Fish Chiefs”_
® Anon-binding authority Mississippi States, province,
All sub-basin | River Fishery tribes, feds
® Voluntary participation by State and tribes committee Agencies Observers
members :
® Key Federal agencies A
. Fish Health
B Council of Sub
Governance body similar to MICRA Ecnforce_f:tent e Committee
ommitiee
. . . Committees
® Six sub-basin committees / management plans
® Coordinating body , —Y - = -
Lower Missouri Arkansas/Red § Ohio River Zi::';::;;
Consensus based decision making i Mississippi | River River | SubBasin | g,
River River Sub' Basin Sub Basin Sub Basin
Sub Basin A Sub Basi

Broad pUI'pose u asin u dsin

® Cooperative lJ fisheries management P e

msanagers Technical * “Field-level” biologists
» States . w = * States, province
® 2 Committee(s) for each » P )
AlS control province, tribes S htRasin égmmittee tribes, feds, invited
( J

Research to support management




Draft Legislation to Authorize and Fund

7 COME LSS 3 LEssion
%

WS AT
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Supported and socialized with Congressional
staff by coalition of NGOs

Shared with Congressional staff
® Seeking sponsors and co-sponsors

Authorize formation of Commission hosted by
Department of Interior

Authorize 10-year appropriations
® Administration and operation

® Non-competitive grants to states to increase
capacity

® Competitive grants for research and projects to
support management

Year 1: $1,000,000
Year 2-6: $30,000,000
Year 7-10: $50,000,000




ThankYou!

Brad Parsons
MICRA Chair
MICRA@MICRArivers.org




NOTES:

A copy of the draft legislation follows if
wanted for your notes/reference during the

discussion.
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Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association (MICRA)

Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission

Introduction

Need

The Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association (MICRA) is a partnership of 28 state
fish and game agencies with fishery management jurisdiction in the Mississippi River Basin (Basin)
whose mission is to improve the conservation, management, development, and utilization of
interjurisdictional (lJ) fishery resources (both recreational and commercial) in the Basin through
improved communication and coordination among the responsible management entities.

State agency Fish Chiefs, with the assistance of the American Fisheries Society and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, originally formed the MICRA partnership with the goal that it would become an
inland fishery commission and secure a stable funding source to support research and
management of interjurisdictional large river fishery resources.

Twenty-eight state agency fish and wildlife Directors signed the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative
Resource Agreement in 1990 forming the interstate partnership.

Despite an initial absence of political support for commission status, MICRA has been a valuable
forum for interagency communication and coordination on lJ fisheries management issues.

Move beyond coordination and communication, to a cooperative and structured approach for
interagency planning, implementation, and evaluation of management actions to achieve
collaboratively established management objectives for shared IJ fishery resources in the Basin.
Addressing research priorities to inform management and interagency data sharing to support
collaborative evaluation of management actions are critically needed.

Support and commitment of relevant management agencies and higher levels of state and federal
government for an increased level of cooperative, interagency management of lJ fishery resources
in the Basin.

Long-term, stable funding sources to support coordination, implementation, and evaluation of
management actions and associated research will be paramount for success.

The economic, ecologic, and social value of the Basin’s fishery resources, the multiplicity of
management entities, the vital need for interstate collaboration, and the federal nexus with the
management of IJ fishery resources and their aquatic habitats, warrant federal legislation to
authorize and provide appropriations to support a Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission.

Joint Strategic Plan (2021)

To provide a more coordinated and structured approach for joint management of IJ fishery
resources in the basin than is currently realized through the MICRA partnership.

Represents a formal commitment by the fishery management agencies within the Basin to a set of
strategic procedures for a coordinated, interagency approach to comprehensively manage self-
sustaining |J fishery resources in the Basin.

Serves as a foundational document for interagency fishery management in the Mississippi River
Basin that provides mutual benefits and protection of fishery and aquatic resources.

Developed a common goal statement, identified the key problem areas that must be addressed to
comprehensively manage lJ fishery resources now and in the future, and identified broad
strategies and strategic processes necessary to collaboratively resolve these complex issues.

26 MICRA member state agency Directors have signed a Memorandum of Acceptance of the Joint
Strategic Plan.

www. MICRArivers.org May 2023



Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association (MICRA)

Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission

e Will establish a non-binding authority through which fishery agencies commit to cooperation,
consensus, strategic planning, and ecosystem-based management through the implementation of
the Joint Strategic Plan.

e Member entities to include interested state agencies and tribal entities in the Mississippi River
Basin, as well as relevant Federal agencies, e.g., USFWS, USGS, USACE, TVA, NPS, BOR.

e Participation of member entities will be voluntary; acceptance of the Joint Strategic Plan is not a
commitment to participation in the Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission.

e Governance and decision making will be the responsibility of a governance body represented by
each member agency’s fishery administrator, similar to the current MICRA structure.

e Decision making will be consensus based; a formal process for conflict resolution will be needed.

e The Joint Strategic Plan will be operationalized through the formation of sub-basin committees
responsible for the development and implementation of sub-basin specific management plans.

e Member agencies will use their representation on the individual sub-basin committees as a means
of representing their own interests and negotiating consensus decisions regarding joint concerns.

e A coordinating body will be established to provide for basin-wide coordination among the sub-
basin committees.

e Invasive carps and Dreissenid mussels are providing the impetus and Congressional support for
formation of a Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission, similar to how the need to control Sea
Lamprey provided the impetus for the formation of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission.

e Propose authorization of the Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission to include a broad
purpose with three focus areas similar to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission:

o Cooperative lJ fisheries management

o AlIS control

o Research to inform and evaluate IJ fisheries management and AIS control actions

Draft Legislation

e A coalition of non-government organizations is advocating the need for the formation of the
Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission.

e Draft legislation authorizing the formation of the Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission
hosted by the Department of Interior has been shared with Congressional office staff.

e Draft legislation includes a 10-year authorization for increasing appropriations to support
commission operations, collaborative management actions, and research priorities.

o Year 1: 51,000,000

o Years 2-6: $30,000,000

o Years 7-10: $50,000,000

e How will appropriated funding be used?

o Administration and operations of the Mississippi River Basin Fishery Commission.

o Non-competitive grants to member state agencies to support increased resources and
staff for inter-agency planning, implementation, and evaluation of management actions in
support of sub-basin management plans and the Joint Strategic Plan.

o Competitive grants to support priority management and research needs available to
member entities and non-government organizations.

Contact Info
Brad Parsons, MICRA Chairman, or Ben Batten, MICRA Chair-elect, at MICRA@micrarivers.org
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