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Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
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Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.
*650 Character Limit
Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
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Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please 
combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA 
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit



2024 Meeting of the Midwest Deer and Wild Turkey Study Group 

Business Meeting Agenda 

September 24, 2024 

 

Financial Statement: 

 

 Rate Number Total  Comments 
      
Transfer from 
Previous Meeting 

  $1,078.06  Differs from previous 
financial statement 
due to added costs 
incurred after initial 
report 

Registration $325 44 $14,300   
Sponsorship $500 3 $1,500  NDA, NWTF, MI NWTF 
      
Subtotal Credits:   $16,878.06   
      
Venue/meals   $12,601.15   
Gifts   $1,685.40   
      
Subtotal Debits:   $14,286.55   
      
Balance:   $2,591.51  Subject to changes to 

final bill 
 

Old Business: 

New Business:  1) MAFWA new policy 

   2) NWTF holding of funds annually 

 

Next Meeting:   2025 suggestions:  South Dakota, Ontario, Illinois? 

 

Motion to Adjourn 



Meeting Dates and Location History 
Year State Location Date 
1977  Missouri  Fountain Grove Wildlife 

Area  
January 17-19  

1978  Wisconsin  Wyalusing State Park  January 16-17  
1979  Iowa  Rathburn Fish Hatchery  January 15-18  
1980  Minnesota  Whitewater State Park  January 21-24  
1981  Indiana  Harrison-Crawford State 

Park  
January 19-22  

1982  Ohio  Lake Hope State Park  January 18-21  
1983  Nebraska  Louisville 4-H Camp  January 17-21  
1984  Kansas  Camp Aldrich  January 16-19  
1985  South Dakota  Black Hills  May 7-10  
1986  North Dakota  Camp-of-the-Cross  January 20-23  
1987  Michigan  Kellogg Biological 

Station  
January 27-29  

1988  Illinois  Touch of Nature  February 1-4  
1989  Missouri  YMCA Camp of the 

Ozarks  
January 23-26  

1990  Wisconsin  Bethel Horizons Prairie 
Center  

January 15-18  

1991  Iowa  Conservation Education 
Center  

January 14-17  

1992  Minnesota  Whitewater State Park  January 13-16  
1993  Indiana  Harrison-Crawford State 

Park  
January 11-14  

1994  Ohio  Canter's Cave 4-H Park  January 30-February 
2  

1995  Nebraska  Mahoney State Park  January 15-18  
1996  Kansas  Camp Pecusa  January 14-16  
1997  South Dakota  Camp NeSoDak  August 24-27  
1998  North Dakota  Camp Grafton  August 9-12  
1999  Ontario  Blue Springs Scout 

Reserve  
August 15-18  

2000  Michigan  Thunder Bay Resort  August 20-23  
2001  Illinois  Dixon Springs Ag. 

Station  
August 19-22  

2002  Missouri  Conception Abbey  August 18-21  
2003  Wisconsin  Bethel Horizons Prairie 

Center  
August 24-27  

2004  Iowa  Conservation Education 
Center  

August 22-25  

2005  Minnesota  Eagle Bluff Envir. 
Learning Center  

August 21-24  

2006  Indiana  Camp Ransburg, BSA  August 20-23  
2007  Ohio  Canter's Cave 4-H Park  August 19-22  
2008  Nebraska  Fort Robinson State Park  September 14-17  
2009  Kansas  Rock Springs 4-H Camp  September 14-17  
2010  North Dakota  Camp Grafton  August 22-25  



2011  Michigan  Ralph A. MacMullen 
Center  

September 25-28  

2012  South Dakota  Custer State Park  October 16-19  
2013 Illinois Allerton Park August 18-21 
2014 Missouri YMCA Camp of the 

Ozarks 
September 15-18 

2015 Wisconsin Perlstein Conference 
Center 

September 8-11 

2016 Kentucky General Butler State 
Resort Park 

August 22-25 

2017 Iowa Honey Creek State Park 
Resort 

August 28-31 

2018 Minnesota Camp Ripley August 27-30 
2019 Indiana Brown County State Park August 12-14 
2020 Ohio Virtual August 18 
2021 Nebraska Virtual August 18 
2022 Kansas Rock Springs 4-H Camp August 15-18 
2023 North Dakota Rough Riders Hotel, 

Medora  
September 25-28 

2024 Michigan Treetops Resort, Gaylord September 23-26 
2025 Illinois   
2026 South Dakota   
2027 Ontario   
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	Director Liaison: Jason Sumners
	Committee Vice Chair: Adam Bump
	Committee Chair: Chad Stewart
	Committee Recorder: Samantha Courtney
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: September 23-26, 2024.  Treetops Resort, Gaylord Michigan.
	success compared to previous meetings: The 2024 Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee used a similar structure as in previous years and had both joint and split sessions for the two species. The joint sessions focused on topics relevant to both species, while split sessions allowed for in-depth discussions on species-specific topics. See attached agenda for details.
 
Participants appreciated the increased discussion time in 2024 when compared to previous years.  The meeting was considered successful in allowing for discourse around many relevant topics to member states and offered an opportunity for exchanging ideas. 
 
In the joint sessions this year, we listened to presentations and had discussion on topics of relevance to both deer and turkey programs. The first combined session covered current state of the use of genetics to inform natural resource management and how these tools may be effective in informing deer and turkey related issues.  After conducting split sessions for the rest of the meeting, we recombined to have two presentations on engagement related topics.  First, an interactive presentation on the current tools and processes for human dimensions and engagement work to help facilitate species management.  The second was a cooperative session with both the National Wild Turkey Federation and the National Deer Association presenting how they work with state agencies and leading a discussion on how state agencies and the two organizations can better collaborate.
 
In the Deer sessions, we continued our discussions from previous meetings on the need for increased management tools due to declining hunter numbers and antlerless harvest.  Talks centered on new research and initiatives focused on addressing these issues, with work being done at Michigan State to address hyper abundant deer populations and an update on the CWD Research Consortium and DeerWise Program, respectively.  There were additional presentations focused on targeted removal of deer in CWD areas, stakeholder engagement, deer hunter perceptions, management plan evaluation, buck harvest trends, density estimation, and bovine TB management.  Discussions around a talk focused on managing deer or providing opportunity for hunters helped stimulate discussion throughout the meeting.
 
The Turkey sessions focused on facilitating expanded conversation and discussion on a number of topics including the future structure of the Deer and Turkey TWC, such as splitting deer and turkey into two separate meetings as well as adding some of the other upland game birds to the turkey TWC. Also discussed were disease monitoring practices of TWC member agencies and emerging issues related to disease and disease monitoring. Possible collaboration and partnership opportunities between member agencies, National Wild Turkey Federation and Turkeys For Tomorrow were explored. Presentations and talks on current management and regulation processes and potential regulatory changes were discussed including current research results from Iowa and a discussion on research collaboration between TWC member agencies.
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: Business Meeting 
 
The Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee Business meeting discussions focused on two primary issues. First, the group discussed a process for handling funds for the meeting. This year, we utilized NWTF National as a host for registration and funding for the meeting.  This worked very well and NWTF has offered to continue to host these functions in the future.  This will maintain continuity and avoid having to transfer funds each year. Host states will have this option moving forward.
 
Discussions occurred on a potential split of deer and turkey.  This will be considered when the Charter for the Deer and Turkey TWC is reviewed.
 
The revamp of the Director's report and TWC guidelines was discussed and provided to participating TWC members.
 
The Deer and Turkey TWC financial statement is included as an attachment. There was $1,078.06 transferred from last year's meeting.  The meeting concluded with a surplus of $1,675.07 which will be available for use for the 2025 meeting in Illinois.
 
The TWC discussed next year's host state/province. Illinois has agreed to host the 2025 Deer and Turkey TWC Meeting. The TWC will try to get back to a regular rotation for hosting so each state knows in advance when they are hosting. South Dakota and Ontario have been assigned hosting duties in 2026 and 2027, respectively.  
 
 
Deer
 
Discussions in the deer group have largely focused on the need for increased antlerless harvest in some parts of some states.  This is not a universal issue amongst states, as several states have indicated they are meeting management objectives.  However, some parts of some states are proving difficult to manage due to declining hunter numbers, declining antlerless harvest rates, and general reluctance for deer hunters to take many deer.  The group agreed to compose a letter to the Director's outlining their concerns of overabundant deer, and are providing a letter with additional details for them to consider.
  
 
Turkeys
 
Turkey discussions revealed regulations in Ontario that may be worth some states considering implementation in the future.  For many species, including turkeys, Ontario has mandatory license reporting as opposed to mandatory harvest reporting.  This regulation requires that anyone who purchases a license report their hunting activity each year.  Failure to comply could result in loss of license privileges in future years and monetary fine.  A license reporting system could significantly assist with declining survey participation and loss of critical data used in tracking harvest trends and monitoring game species populations.  The Deer and Turkey TC encourages Directors to consider investigating this approach in their respective states and provinces.
 
Many member states are seeing increases in non-resident interest/participation in turkey hunting.  While it is unclear if this is the result of increased media coverage or articles promoting the hunting of multiple states in a year, it has become an emerging issue with harvest and opportunity allocation.  At least one state, North Dakota, does not allow non-residents to hunt turkeys. 
 
Many member states had record harvests or near record harvest in the last several years.  The turkey group discussed the mis-perception that turkey population declines seen in the southeastern states was also being seen in the Midwest.  Discussion included NGOs present at the meeting to develop strategies to correct this mis-perception.
 
 
 
	Workgroup Name 1: Turkey
	States Member Lead: Adam Bump, Michigan
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: The primary activities of the Deer and Turkey TWC are accomplished during the annual meeting.  Specific discussions are included in the Director Information items earlier in this report.
 
	Workgroup Name 2: Deer
	States Member Lead_2: Chad Stewart, Michigan
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: The primary activities of the Deer and Turkey TWC are accomplished during the annual meeting.  Specific discussions are included in the Director Information items earlier in this report.
 
	Request for Action: The Deer Technical Working Committee has put together a letter to the Director's, outlining their concern for declining antlerless harvest rates in some parts of some states.  A collection of biologists worked collaboratively to construct a letter to the Director's that was  submitted earlier and is also submitted as an attachment.
 
 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: TBD, Illinois.
	Name StateRow0: Luke Garver, Dan Skinner
	Name OrganizationRow0: Illinois Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow1: Geriann Albers, Andy Byers, Joe Caudell, Carston White
	Name OrganizationRow1: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow2: James Coffey, Jace Elliot, Dan Kaminski
	Name OrganizationRow2: Iowa Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow3: Levi Jaster
	Name OrganizationRow3: Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
	Name StateRow4: Joe McDermott, Jimmy Woods, David Yancy
	Name OrganizationRow4: Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
	Name StateRow5: Adam Bump, Samantha Courtney, Chad Fedewa, Chad Stewart
	Name OrganizationRow5: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow6: Todd Froberg, Nate Huck, Barb Keller, Amanda Temple
	Name OrganizationRow6: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow7: William Harris, Jason Isabelle, Ashleigh McCullough, Nick Oakley
	Name OrganizationRow7: Missouri Department of Conservation
	Name StateRow8: Luke Meduna
	Name OrganizationRow8: Nebraska Game and Parks
	Name StateRow9: Rodney Gross, Benjamin Matykiewic
	Name OrganizationRow9: North Dakota Game and Fish
	Name StateRow10: Clint McCoy, Mike Tonkovich, Mark Wiley
	Name OrganizationRow10: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow11: Patrick Hubert, Kyle Morrison
	Name OrganizationRow11: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
	Name StateRow12: Taylor Finger, Paul Fraler, Chris Pollentier, Jeff Pritzl, Dan Storm
	Name OrganizationRow12: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow13: 
	Name OrganizationRow13: 
	Name StateRow14: 
	Name OrganizationRow14: 
	Name StateRow15: 
	Name OrganizationRow15: 
	Name StateRow16: 
	Name OrganizationRow16: 
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1: 48th Annual Midwest Deer and Turkey Technical Working Committee Meeting 
 
September 23-26, 2024 | Gaylord, Michigan 
 
Hosted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
 
Registration cost $325 
 
 
Monday, September 23 
  
3:00-10:00 Registration, Location 
 
6:00-10:00 Evening Social, Light Appetizers served, Oak Room   
 
 
Tuesday, September 24 
  
7:00-8:00 Breakfast/Registration, Location 
 
8:00-8:10 Welcome and Housekeeping, Adam Bump, Chad Stewart, and Sara Thompson, Michigan DNR 
 
8:10-9:00 Plenary: Pigeon River Country, Mark Monroe, Michigan DNR 
 
9:00-10:00 Plenary: Genetics, Caitlin Ott-Conn and Tyler Petroelje, Michigan DNR 
 
10:00-10:15 BREAK 
 
 
Turkey Split Session 
 
10:15-11:00 Upland Gamebirds and the Deer and Turkey Work Group, Nate Huck  
 
 
Deer Split Session 
 
10:15-10:30 Assessing strategies to manage hyperabundant white-tailed deer in southern Michigan, Mark Bell and David Mason, Michigan State University  
 
10:30-11:00 CWD Research Consortium’s Multistate Adaptive Management Project and MAFWAs DeerWise Program, Mike Tonkovich, Ohio DNR 
 
 
11:00-12:00 Business Meeting 
 
 
12:00-1:00 Lunch 
 
 
Turkey Split Session 
 
1:00-2:00 Disease monitoring discussion, Geriann Albers 
 
2:00-2:30 NWTF’s conservation program delivery in the Midwest, Ryan Boyer, NWTF 
 
2:30-3:00 Turkeys for Tomorrow, Jason Lupardus,  
 
3:00-4:00 Iowa research results and research discussion, Dan Kaminski,  
 
 
Deer Split Session 
 
1:00-1:30 Identifying the motivations and barriers of landowners to participating in targets removal to manage CWD in Missouri, Jason Isabelle, Missouri DOC 
 
1:30-2:00 The Deer Management Initiative, Chad Stewart, Michigan DNR 
 
2:00-2:30 Deer hunter perceptions of fair chase and emerging technologies, Jace Elliot, Iowa DNR 
 
2:30-3:00 Review of MN Deer Plan, Barb Keller, Minnesota DNR 
 
3:00-3:30 Doe Better: Addressing the national decline in antlerless harvest, Matt Ross, NDA 
 
3:30-4:00 Deer management or hunter experience management—What are we being asked to do?, Jeff Pritzl, Wisconsin DNR 
 
 
4:00-4:15 BREAK 
 
 
4:15-5:00 Collaboration Session 
 
  
6:00-7:30 Dinner, Oak Room 
 
  
7:30-9:00 Social, Oak Room 
 
  
Wednesday, September 25 
  
7:00-8:00 Breakfast, Location 
  
8:00-9:00 Plenary: HD and Engagement, Emily Pomeranz, Michigan State University 
 
9:00-10:00 Plenary: Working Together, Ryan Boyer, NWTF and Matt Ross, NDA 
 
 
10:00-10:15 BREAK 
 
  
10:15-12:00 State Reports 
 
  
12:00-1:00 Lunch, Oak Room 
 
  
Turkey Split Session 
  
1:00-1:30 Turkey management in Michigan, Adam Bump, Michigan DNR 
 
1:30-2:00 Turkey model/index, Mauri Liberati, Michigan DNR 
 
2:00-2:30 Turkey hunter survey, Emily Pomeranz, Michigan State University 
 
2:30-3:30 Turkey management in Minnesota structured decision making, Nate Huck and Fall turkey regulations in Ohio and management strategies discussion, Mark Wiley 
 
 
Deer Split Session 
  
1:00-1:30 The grass isn’t always greener: Buck harvest trends for 10 years, Luke Meduna, Nebraska Game and Fish 
 
1:30-2:00 Working towards a common denominator for local-scale deer estimation in the Midwest, Sonja Christensen, Michigan State University 
 
2:00-2:30 Why is Wisconsin deer harvest oscillating?, Dan Storm, Wisconsin DNR 
 
2:30-3:00 bTB history and management in Michigan, Emily Sewell, Michigan DNR 
 
3:00-3:30 Bovine Tuberculosis eradication collaborative adaptive management program for Michigan, Rique Campa, Michigan State University 
 
 
3:30-6:00 Build your own agenda: 
 
Grouse Hunting 
 
Trout Fishing 
 
Downtown Exploration 
 
Elk Sighting/Bugling 
 
Golf 
 
 
6:00-7:30 Dinner, Oak Room 
 
 
7:30-9:00 Social, Oak Room 
 
 
Thursday, September 26 
  
7:00-8:30 Breakfast and Adjourn 
 
 


