
  

 

   

  

   

    

 
  
   

Annual Report 

Director Liaison Committee Vice Chair 

Committee Chair Committee Recorder 

Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Meeting Location(s): List locations for each meeting held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in tis 
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.                    
*3700 Character Limit



  

 
 

   
 

Annual Report 

Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.                   
*650 Character Limit

Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit  

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please combine 
into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA Executive 
Secretary. *4000 Character Limit



 
 
 

 
MAFWA FISH AND WILDLIFE HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 

FEBRUARY 25 -2 7TH, 2025 
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA 

 
Tuesday, February 25th 

8:00 am Welcome and Introductions 
Michelle Benavidez-Westrich and Alexander Ingersoll, Indiana DNR  

Amanda Wuestefeld, Director at Indiana DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 

8:30 am Joint Meeting with Great Lakes Fish Health Committee:  
MANAGEMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE HEALTH  

MAFWA -SCOPE AND AIMS 
GLFHC - SCOPE AND AIMS 

8:50 am Fish and Wildlife Health Issue Ranking 
Tricia Fry, MAFWA and Isaih Tolo, MN DNR 

10:00 am Break 
10:15 am  Discussion: Current Challenges in Public Trust Resource Management 

Lindsey Long and Nicole Nietlisbach, Wisconsin DNR 
 

11:45 am Se�ng up Collabora�ons – What Directors need to know 
12:15 pm Box Lunch 

 MAFWA Fish and Wildlife Health Committee Meeting 
1:30 pm Partner updates NWDD: USGS, Bryan Richards 
1:45 pm Partner updates: USDA Wildlife Services, Lee Humberg, WS Indiana State Director 
2:00 pm Partner updates:  USGS, C. LeAnn White 
3:00 pm  Break 
3:20 pm USAHA Updates – Lindsey Long 
3:40 pm MAFWA/AFWA Updates – Tricia Fry 
4:00 pm Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication Collaborative Adaptive Management Program (BTB 

Eradication CAMP) for Michigan– 
Melinda Cosgrove, Michigan 

4:20 pm he Evolu�on of Wildlife Health Surveillance Data in Indiana  
Emily McCallen, Indiana DNR 

5:00 pm Adjourn for the day  
5:30 pm Dinner off-site with GLFHC (individual bills) 

Wednesday, February 26th 
8:00 am CWD – Changes in the air? – MN culling, other highlights, Legisla�on, grants 

10:00 am  Break 
10:15 am State Updates 
12:15 pm  Lunch (on your own) 
1:30 pm State Updates 
3:30 pm Break 
3:45 pm Hot Topics  
5:00 pm Adjourn for the day 
5:30 pm Dinner off-site (individual bills) 



Thursday, February 27th 
8:15 am Topic not covered, ran out of time

The Elephant in the Room – Wildlife Rehab and Welfare 
Notable social media stars – the power of one - successful ways of telling the story 

What is wildlife health’s role? 
Rabies: A weapon and a threat 

Think about successful and unsuccessful examples  
What kind of help do we need and how do we get it?  

Ac�onable – aim for a resolu�on?  

10:00 am Business Mee�ng and Director Ac�on Items 
11:00 am Adjourn/Indiana Ou�ng 
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	MAFWA Fish and Wildlife Health Committee Meeting Agenda_shared_02_21_2025

	Director Liaison: Amanda Wuestefeld
	Committee Chair: Lindsey Long
	Committee Vice Chair: Sherri Russell
	Committee Recorder: Tricia Fry
	Meeting Dates List dates of all meetings held in the past year: Monthly for CWD topics (virtually); Annual Meeting - Feb. 25-27, 2025
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: Monthly for CWD topics (virtually); Feb. 25-27, 2025, Bloomington, Indiana (in person)
	success compared to previous meetings:  The Fish and Wildlife Health Committee had a very productive year. With the Fish and Wildlife Health Coordinator on staff for the entire year our communication, capacity, and regional work has been expanded, as well as our influence on national matters. We highlight some of the committees' work below.  1.         In June 2024 MAFWA Directors passed a resolution to expand our work in fish health. In response to this resolution the FWHC held a joint half-day meeting with the Great Lakes Fish Health Committee in Bloomington, Indiana where we focused on nodes for collaboration and also had a productive discussion of concerns related to fish and wildlife health management.2.         The joint venture with the R3 committee which produced the Voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) for related to the use of lead were approved by MAFWA directors and a resolution to AFWA Directors to support the MAFWA BMPs is scheduled in September.3.         The regional health coordinator continues to build capacity nationally, within MAFWA and member agencies. Dr. Fry was asked to provide comments on behalf of AFWA for the USDA CWD Stakeholder priorities, comments lauded by colleagues.  Her work last year to bring wildlife health issues to several MAFWA technical committees allowed her to assist the Wildlife Diversity committee in incorporating wildlife and one health into SWAP plans and the private lands committee is working with Dr. Fry as they establish their training modules. 4.         To aid in the development of the National Wildlife Disease Database a USGS led project, three MAFWA states are preparing to work with developers at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratories to help develop the NWDD. NWDD will allow agencies to have increased situation awareness and analytic tools using information submitted by state and federal partners. MAFWA will be providing critical feedback that drives the direction of this project. 5.         The project DeerWise was approved for ad hoc committee status. After months of work the interdisciplinary team identified goals, barriers and needs for an initiative aimed at increasing public engagement and relevance in wildlife management by acknowledging the profound impact white-tailed deer have on human traditions, health, economics, and our connection to nature. While agencies have historically responded most effectively to deer hunters, shifts in how citizens- including hunters - view wildlife resources are taking place. The ad hoc committee will be navigating this shift, both within agencies and among the public to expand relevance. The Southeastern Fish and Wildlife Agency is very interested in this project and is likely to work alongside MAFWA.    We had a very productive Annual Meeting beginning with a joint session focused on current issues in fish and wildlife health management. We had a robust discussion on the role our federal partners play in every aspect of the work state agencies do. We have attached a meeting agenda, and highlight our discussion on chronic wasting disease management. All MAFWA states have identified CWD within their jurisdictions. With some states embarking on management and others analyzing data collected over decades, this section of our meeting focused on changes to CWD management in Minnesota, Illinois and research from WI confirming predictions that CWD is affecting deer survival. Specifically, in SE WI when CWD prevalence rates reach approximately 29% population declines will occur. Wisconsin has more data to analyze but these first numbers can help inform management. We are grateful for the opportunity to meet in -person each year, the meeting provides for an exchange of information, ideas, and team building. 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Fish and Wildlife Health Committee
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: 1.         Following 5 years of service as vice and committee chair, Dr. Lindsey Long is stepping down from that role following the June MAFWA director's meeting.  The committee elected Dr. Charlie Bahnson, North Dakota Fish and Game, as the incoming committee chair. Dr. Michelle Benavidez Westrich, Indiana, was elected as vice-chair.  2.         Increased participation in USAHA - The mission of United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) is to develop and promote sound animal health solutions for public good. While the general "animal health" term is used, until recent history many decisions/recommendations on approaches to animal health focused on domestic animals or preserving domestic animals often without recognizing the cost that could occur to wildlife and ecosystems. In recent years, the importance of including fish and wildlife health professionals in the discussion has been identified especially has One Health initiatives have driven the interconnectedness of all health. The attendance of wildlife health specialists continues to promote this idea and allows for frank discussion of disease issues especially at the interface with domestic and public health. State fish and wildlife agencies have not yet been included as allied members of this organization and with persistent attendance, support from partners in domestic animal health (in WI, DATCP), and active involvement, the discussion is strongerApproved resolutions from the USAHA board are submitted to federal agencies, most notably USDA. These resolutions have been used in some instances to garner additional funds for programs that benefit state wildlife agencies. One example is continued support and expansion of CWD management grants. 3.         The committee is compiling a white paper to inform on the current state of knowledge regarding per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination in fish and wildlife, including key exposure pathways, ecological impacts, monitoring efforts, and existing policies and policy gaps on safe levels of consumption from harvested fish and wildlife.  4.         The committee is supporting the efforts of Dr. Fry and Mr. Warnke in submitting a resolution to AFWA that urges AFWA Directors to adopt MAFWA's Voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Reducing Unintended Ingestion of Lead Tackle and Ammunition Residues in Wildlife. Dr. Fry and Mr. Warnke will present and ask for support for the resolution at the AFWA Fish and Wildlife Health, Hunting, One Health, Wildlife Resources, and Boating and Angling committees as well as the lead working group meeting at the North American Fish and Wildlife Meeting in March 2025.  5.  HPAI is affecting wildlife, agriculture, human health, and introducing economic strain to Americans. The fish and wildlife health committee is asking for Director's to engage discussions on the topic of HPAI, specifically the development of vaccines for poultry with colleagues at the state and federal levels. The information item prepared with this letter provides context suggesting that vaccination of farmed poultry should be conducted cautiously, considering the negative, unintended effects to wildlife and agriculture from widely used influenza vaccines. The MAFWA FWH Committees concerns includes reminding agriculture officials of the importance and need to include state wildlife health experts in the development and evaluation of tools used to control influenza viruses.  Further, the FWH committee requests that the attached letter be sent to the Secretary of Agriculture with our concerns and an offer to collaborate.     
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 1: 
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action:  Action Item #1: Acceptance of new committee charter Action Item #2: Informational item and request for letter to be sent to US Secretary of Agriculture from MAFWA  Action Item #3: Assurance that the contract for the MAFWA Regional Fish and Wildlife Coordinator will be honored if federal funds are not transferred.   
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: February 24-26, 2026, Kentucky
	Name StateRow0: Lindsey Long 
	Name OrganizationRow0: Wisconsin 
	Name StateRow1: Sherri Russell (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow1: Missouri 
	Name StateRow2: Chris Jacques (not present), IL represented by Dan Skinner
	Name OrganizationRow2: Illinois 
	Name StateRow3: Michelle Benavidez-Westrich 
	Name OrganizationRow3: Indiana 
	Name StateRow4: Rachel Ruden (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow4: Iowa 
	Name StateRow5: Shane Hesting 
	Name OrganizationRow5: Kansas 
	Name StateRow6: Christine Casey 
	Name OrganizationRow6: Kentucky 
	Name StateRow7: Kelsey Saboraki (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow7: Manitoba 
	Name StateRow8: Mitch Marcus 
	Name OrganizationRow8: Michigan 
	Name StateRow9: Michelle Carstensen
	Name OrganizationRow9: Minnesota
	Name StateRow10: Marnee Roundtree
	Name OrganizationRow10: Nebraska 
	Name StateRow11: Charlie Bahnson 
	Name OrganizationRow11: North Dakota 
	Name StateRow12: Mike Tonkovich 
	Name OrganizationRow12: Ohio 
	Name StateRow13: Iga Stasiak (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow13: Saskatchewan 
	Name StateRow14: Steve Griffin  (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow14: South Dakota 
	Name StateRow15: Larissa Nituch  (not present)
	Name OrganizationRow15: Ontario
	Name StateRow16: Tricia Fry
	Name OrganizationRow16: MAFWA
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1:   Agendas for the Fish and Wildlife Health Committee is included at the end of this annual reports, as are state, province and partner updates.  


