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Meeting Details 

Meeting Date(s) and Location(s): List dates of all meetings held in the past year. *500 Character Limit 

Executive Summary 
Information contained in this section provides an overall summary of the committee meeting including a judgment of the meeting’s 
success compared to previous meetings. Photos or other additional documents that help convey the work of the committee in this
past year should be noted in the text but added to the end of this document as an attachment to the Annual Report PDF.
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Director Information Items 
Information in this section should highlight the committee’s progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working 
Committee Charter, identify challenges or risks (perceived or realized) and include any other updates from Midwest state’s or 
relative business discussed. *3600 Character Limit 
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Committee Workgroups 
Identify workgroups that are associated with this TWC. Provide a brief 2-3 sentence summary of work accomplished in the past  
year. A workgroup is a smaller team that supports the goals and objectives of the TWC and is necessary and needed to help 
accomplish the work. It may include additional members not in the TWC but must be lead by a member of the TWC.
*650 Character Limit
Workgroup Name (1) States Member Lead 

Workgroup Name (2) States Member Lead 

Requests for Action 
List below any accompanying documents attached to the annual report. Note: All formal requests for action by the MAFWA Board 
of Directors must complete the appropriate forms with approvals by MAFWA Executive Committee prior to the Annual Board 
Meeting. Ex. Committee Charter, Request and Risk Assessment. See page 12 of the TWC Guidelines Manual for timelines and details. 
*1300 Character Limit

Proposed Meeting Dates/Times/Location 
Dates and times the TWC will meet in the upcoming year. 
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Agenda 
Provide meeting information from the past year in the space below. If additional supporting documents are needed, please 
combine into a single PDF and use the space below to document what is attached. Before final submission to the MAFWA 
Executive Secretary. *4000 Character Limit


	Director Liaison: Tim McCoy
	Committee Vice Chair: 
	Committee Chair: Alex Solem
	Committee Recorder: 
	Meeting Locations List locations for each meeting held in the past year: Sioux Falls, South Dakota - April 22-24
	success compared to previous meetings: There were 22 in-person attendees and 5 virtual attendee presentations  This included committee members from 11 member states.  
 
The Midwest Furbearer Workshop provides a valuable opportunity for state furbearer biologists to exchange information and ideas related to furbearer management and research. Participants benefit greatly from the experiences of their peers and from the combined efforts of the group and can often apply subjects from this meeting to their duties in their home state, greatly enhancing their efficiency and effectiveness as a furbearer biologist or researcher.  There were 18 presentations on furbearer and large carnivore management, as well as a state biologist's business meeting.
 
This meeting was successful, as much discussion, debate, networking, and knowledge-sharing occurred.
 
 
	Director Information Items Information in this section should highlight the committees progress to goals and objectives identified in the Technical Working Committee Charter identify challenges or risks perceived or realized and include any other updates from Midwest states or relative business discussedRow1: 1.         We would like to bring two issues related to advancing technology to the Directors' attention:
a.         Remote trap check: There is increasing interest and dialogue around emerging technologies and regulated trapping, such as trail cameras and drones for remote trap checks.  This is not the same issue as using them for hunting, as they would not be deployed to aid the take of animals.  They could provide opportunities for faster removal of animals from traps but also come with concerns related to enforcement.  States should be aware of this rising concern and interest and balance benefits and costs when making decisions around remote trap check technologies.
b.         Night hunting of furbearers and/or coyotes: In some areas, night hunting of furbearers and/or coyotes, particularly with thermal imaging equipment, has rapidly grown in popularity. Pressures to expand this opportunity by increasing season lengths, legal species, and open areas have emerged as a result. In most instances, the pressures are being exacerbated by growing, usually speculative anti-predator sentiment, such that the lines between predator control and traditional avocational harvest of furbearers are becoming blurred. We wish to convey to the directors the need for careful consideration of the biological, social, and legal ramifications that may be associated with expanding this activity. 
2.         Black Bear CITES: The MAFWA CITES committee has been exploring barriers surrounding exporting black bears in the Midwest.  Several states have had issues getting permits in a timely manner to submit samples to genetics labs in Canada.  In addition, no state has authority to issue CITES tags for black bears to harvesters.  The Furbearer Working Group supports efforts by the MAFWA CITES group in exploring ways to improve this process.
3.         Population Status Updates:
a.         Several Midwest states have gray fox research on-going.  This is a species of interest because of distribution changes.  Preliminary research from the Midwest suggests disease, especially distemper, to be an issue to watch, with habitat limitations potentially also playing a role.  This work continues as multiple states complete or continue gray fox work.  
b.         Several Midwest states have partnered with SCWDS to get some baseline information on muskrat health, and several Great lakes Basin states have a muskrat health and wetland quality collaboration project in process.  Muskrats are another furbearer who's range and abundance changes have led to concerns throughout the region. To date, there are no indicators of obvious health issues, but final samples are being collected, with some summary information to follow in the next few years.
4.         Support for BMPs: The group continues to support the AFWA Best Management Practices for Trapping program. Additional research on trapping devices and techniques as well as the continued development and delivery of trapping outreach and education is critical for our agencies to maintain the highest standards of furbearer management and the informed consent of the public to sustain agency-regulated trapping activities.
	Workgroup Name 1: 
	States Member Lead: 
	Workgroup Name 2: 
	States Member Lead_2: 
	Proposed Meeting DatesTimesLocation: Wisconsin, April 2026
	Name StateRow1: Geriann Albers
	Name OrganizationRow1: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow2: Vince Evelsizer
	Name OrganizationRow2: Iowa Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow3: Matt Peek
	Name OrganizationRow3: Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
	Name StateRow4: Laura Palmer
	Name OrganizationRow4: Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
	Name StateRow5: Cody Norton
	Name OrganizationRow5: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow6: John Erb
	Name OrganizationRow6: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow7: Nate Bowersock
	Name OrganizationRow7: Missouri Department of Conservation
	Name StateRow8: Sam Wilson
	Name OrganizationRow8: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
	Name StateRow9: Stephanie Tucker
	Name OrganizationRow9: North Dakota Game and Fish Department
	Name StateRow10: Katie Dennison
	Name OrganizationRow10: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow11: Alex Solem
	Name OrganizationRow11: South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks
	Name StateRow12: Shawn Rossler
	Name OrganizationRow12: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow13: Todd Whiklo
	Name OrganizationRow13: Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development
	Name StateRow14: Stephen Mills and Jeff Bowman
	Name OrganizationRow14: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
	Name StateRow15: Travis Williams
	Name OrganizationRow15: Saskachewan Ministry of Environment
	Name StateRow16: 
	Name OrganizationRow16: 
	Name StateRow17: 
	Name OrganizationRow17: 
	Name StateRow18: 
	Name OrganizationRow18: 
	Agenda Provide meeting the meeting agendas for all meetings conducted in the past year Attach as separate documents as needed or use the space below to define the agenda itemsRow1:  Midwest Furbearer Workshop 
April 22-24, 2025 | 
Meeting Location: 
Good Earth State Park 
26924 480th Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57108 Tuesday, April 22nd          
9:00          12:00          Midwest Furbearer Business Meeting (State Biologists Only)          
11:30          1:00          Registration          
1:00          1:15          Welcome and Introduction          
1:15          1:40          Wisconsin's shifting approach to decision making and its implications to furbearer monitoring and management - Lydia Margenau and Shawn Rossler          
1:40          2:05          Night vision coyote hunting survey - Matt Peek          
2:05          2:30          Urban public perception on regulated trapping and how education and exposure can impact perception - Erinn Kiesow-Webb          
2:30          2:55          Cat trap fever: Update on Indiana bobcats - Geriann Albers          
2:55          3:10          BREAK          
3:10          3:35          River otter management in North Dakota - Stephanie Tucker          
3:35          4:00          River otter management in South Dakota - Alex Solem          
4:00          4:30          State of Furbearers in Iowa - Vince Evelsizer          
4:30          Day One Wrap-up          
5:30          Social (Appetizers Provided)          
Wednesday, April 23rd          
8:15          8:40          Finding fisher-friendly forests in Indiana - Geriann Albers          
8:40          9:05          Population status and monitoring of gray fox in the United States - Nathaniel Bowersock          
9:05          9:30          Marsh lake (MN) habitat restoration - Project history and response of vegetation and muskrats - Walt Gessler          
9:30          9:55          South Dakota mountain lion management - Byron Buckley (Virtual)          
9:55          10:10          BREAK          
10:10          10:35          Marten Research project - Steven Gray (Virtual)          
10:35          11:00          Bobcat survival and season structure in South Dakota - Brady Neiles (Virtual)          
11:00          11:25          Muskrat disease presentation - Nicholas Friedeman (Virtual)          
11:25          11:50          Perception of including furbearer in wanton waste law categories in Indiana - Joy Chakrabartty          
12:00          1:00          Luncheon (Provided)          
1:00          3:30          GFP Demonstration (Outdoors)          
3:30          3:45          BREAK          
  
 Thursday, April 24th          
8:15          8:40          SD Bounty Program Update - Alex Solem          
8:40          9:05          Eastern jurisdictional survey - Nathan Bowersock          
9:05          11:00          Open discussion (group related items)          
 
 
	Technical Working Committee Name: Midwest Furbearer Group
	Workgroup 1 Executive Summary: 
	Workgroup 2 Executive Summary: 
	Request for Action: none
	Name StateRow0: Stan McTaggart
	Name OrganizationRow0: Illinois Department of Natural Resources


